
Chair Gross and Members of the Committee, 

 

My name is Christopher Slough. 

 

I am not a lobbyist. 

 

I am not an agency owner. 

 

I am not part of a provider network. 

 

I am not part of an organized fraud ring. 

 

I am a husband, a father, and an unpaid natural support to two adults with developmental disabilities who 
live in our home. 

 

One is my wife's sister. 

 

The other is my brother. 

 

I have listened to months of discussions about Medicaid fraud. 

 

I have heard allegations involving shell companies, coordinated billing schemes, provider networks, and 
organized criminal activity. 

 

I support investigating real fraud. 

 

I support prosecuting people who steal from taxpayers and vulnerable individuals. 

 

But I do not understand how those discussions have led to legislation targeting families like mine. 

 



Every day I help care for two adults with developmental disabilities who rely on our household for their 
safety, stability, and well-being. 

 

My wife became a Medicaid waiver provider after witnessing firsthand what happened when the system 
failed her sister. 

 

I watched her give up her career to protect someone she loves. 

 

Not because it was profitable. 

 

Not because it was easy. 

 

But because nobody else was willing or able to provide the care that was needed. 

 

Today, I am watching Ohio prepare to remove the very caregivers who have stepped in when agencies, 
institutions, and government systems could not. 

 

Section 5166.04(M) does not scare me because of what it means for providers. 

 

It scares me because of what it means for the people we love. 

 

Who will care for them? 

 

Who will be there at 2 a.m. during a crisis? 

 

Who will recognize subtle changes in behavior, health, communication, or safety that only family 
members notice? 

 

Who will provide the care when no agency staff are available? 

 

Who will provide the care when Ohio already has a workforce shortage? 



 

As a father, I am also deeply troubled by the message this legislation sends. 

 

I teach my children that family takes care of family. 

 

I teach them that when someone is vulnerable, you do not abandon them. 

 

You step forward. 

 

You help. 

 

You protect. 

 

Yet Ohio appears prepared to tell families that the very act of being family is what disqualifies them. 

 

I cannot understand how, after months of testimony about organized fraud and large-scale schemes, the 
State's solution is to remove the people who have been quietly providing honest care in their homes every 
single day. 

 

My family is not asking for special treatment. 

 

We are asking for common sense. 

 

We are asking for continuity of care. 

 

We are asking for the ability to continue protecting the people we love. 

 

Tonight, when you leave this building, I ask you to look at your children, your spouse, your parents, or 
your siblings. 

 

Ask yourself what you would do if one of them depended on you for survival. 



 

Ask yourself whether you would trust a government bureaucracy more than your own family. 

 

Ask yourself whether you would willingly hand that responsibility to a stranger when the person you love 
most needs you. 

 

That is the choice families like mine are facing. 

 

And before you vote on Section 5166.04(M), I respectfully ask one question: 

 

If Ohio removes family caregivers from this system, who exactly will provide the care? 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Christopher Slough 


