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Honorable Chair Gross , Vice chair Barhorst and
Ranking member Baker thank you for opportunity to testify for HB 795

My name is Kristy Stepp, and | live with an extremely rare condition called Prader-Willi Syndrome (PWS). | was not
diagnosed until | was 22 years old. Before my diagnosis, my mom struggled to understand my behaviors and feared
for my safety.

| was eventually sent to the Children's Institute in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, which specializes in PWS. After
completing a two-month stay there, | was placed in a camp in Keystone, Pennsylvania, near the Scranton area. At
that time, there were no waiver services available to me in the state of Ohio.

When a waiver finally became available, it was shared between Morrow County and Fairfield County, allowing me to
return home to Ohio. | lived in a home with another woman who also had PWS.

While | was grateful to be closer to my family, the arrangement was extremely restrictive. We were not allowed to do
activities unless we both agreed, which often meant missing out on opportunities.

Being separated from my family was very difficult and upsetting.

Over time, | went through multiple agencies, none of which had experience with PWS. Some caregivers did not
understand me, and others treated me poorly. | experienced mental and verbal abuse, which was frightening and
harmful.

In 2018, | was given the opportunity to live with my family, who were able to be paid as my caregivers. This changed
my life. Being back with my family and siblings has brought me happiness, safety, and stability. If HB 795 is not
passed, | may lose the ability to continue living with my family. This would be devastating for me.

Please support and pass HB 795. It is incredibly important to me and my family. Thank you for your time and
understanding.



