
I am strongly against HB 795 preventing family members from providing services for their 
developmentally disable loved ones.  

I am the father of Andrew Neidhardt, a 23 year old young man with Autisim and epilepsy that is not 
capable of caring for himself. Andrew often has life threatening seizures that require the administration 
of medication to overcome. Andrew can not speak, dress himself, bathe himself, or prepare his own 
meals. He has severe pica and is at risk of eating poison (house hold cleaners / chemicals, medication, 
gasoline, ect…) if left unsupervised, he elopes (will dart in front of traffic) and lacks the judgment to 
avoid dangerous situations. Not only does he require constant supervision, he craves sensory input. 
When not kept engaged he can become self-injurious and sometimes aggressive. He requires trips out 
into the community (park, zoo, store) on a daily basis. 

We have been desperately seeking providers to help care for Andrew as he requires 24/7 supervision, 
and is much more than a full-time job. Unfortunately it is very difficult to find a provider that you would 
trust with a young man that isn’t capable of voicing if he has been treated poorly or abused. It is even 
more difficult to find a provider that is dependable. Most back out after realize the level of care Andrew 
requires. 

Outside of Andrew’s current family members he has 1 provider that is only available to work with him 
for 4 hours on Saturdays. The rest of his care is provided by his mother, father and sister. His sister is 
only available when she comes home from college. 

Caring for Andrew is a fulltime job. Andrew’s Mother had to quit her career as a registered nurse to 
provide care for Andrew.  This is a huge pay cut for her, but she deserves to be compensated just like 
any other provider. 

Andrew’s sister sacrifices employment opportunities to help provide him with care when she is home as 
well.  She deserves to be compensated as well. 

It cost the state much less money for Andrew to be cared by his family at home. Andrew gets a way 
better life because of it. Please don’t make financially infeasible for his family to provide him with the 
care he deserves. Do not pass HB 795. 

 


