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Written Testimony on Sub. H.B. 795

Ohio House Medicaid Committee
June 8, 2026

Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and Members of the House Medicaid
Committee: :

My name is Michelle Madden, and I serve as Chief Executive Officer of EPIC, a nonprofit
provider supporting more than 130 Ohioans with developmental disabilities and employing 200
Ohioans across Portage, Summit, and Stark Counties for over 50 years.

[ respectfully ask the Committee to remove all DODD services and providers from Sub. H.B.
795.

We support accountability.
We support efforts to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse.
We support responsible stewardship of taxpayer dollars.

Providers are not asking for less accountability. We are asking for smart accountability.

Ohio's developmental disabilities system already operates under extensive oversight. Providers
undergo certification reviews, audits, compliance monitoring, county board oversight, service
authorization requirements, billing reviews, incident reporting, and investigations. These
safeguards create accountability while protecting access to services for people with
developmental disabilities.

The provisions contained in H.B. 795 take a broad approach to Medicaid oversight. Yet no
evidence has been presented demonstrating a widespread fraud or program integrity problem

within DODD services that justifies applying these additional requirements to our system.

As providers, we face challenges every day. We solve them by being proactive, not reactive. We
identify risks, review data, and develop targeted solutions.

That same approach should guide public policy.

Rather than applying additional mandates to the developmental disabilities system through H.B.
795, 1 ask the Committee to remove DODD services from the bill and allow stakeholders to




develop a plan that identifies real risks, reviews available data, and recommends targeted
solutions that strengthen accountability without creating unnecessary burdens.

Bring together providers, individuals with disabilities, families, county boards, DODD, ODM,
advocates, and legislators.

Start with the facts.
Identify the problem.
Develop the solution.

That is how we create policy that protects taxpayer dollars, strengthens accountability, and
preserves quality services for Ohioans with developmental disabilities.

The developmental disabilities community should not be included in legislation designed to
address concerns that have not been demonstrated within our system.

I respectfully ask the Committee to remove DODD services from H.B. 795 and work with
stakeholders to develop a thoughtful plan built on evidence, collaboration, and measurable

outcomes.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and service to Ohio.

EPIC — Elevating Independence

Belonging. Thoughtfulness. Authenticity. Transformation. Community.



