Re: Opposition to House Bill 795
Dear Chair Gross and Members of the Ohio House Medicaid Committee,

My name is Heather M. Higgins, and | am a resident of Cincinnati, Ohio, and the mother of an
amazing eight-year-old boy, Gabriel Stephen, who has profound autism and several complex
medical and psychiatric conditions.

I am writing in opposition to House Bill 795, including the substitute bill provisions that would
prohibit family caregivers from serving as paid support providers for individuals with disabilities.

As | watched the committee hearing yesterday, | could not help but envision myself standing
before this committee in a few short years, advocating not only for my son’s safety and future,
but for the futures of countless Ohioans with disabilities. From the bottom of my heart, | ask you
not to force children like Gabriel into residential settings by eliminating critical family caregiving
options. Please allow individuals with disabilities to remain in familiar environments where they
are surrounded by people who know them, love them, and understand their unique needs.

Although | am not currently a paid caregiver, | fully recognize the essential role family caregivers
play in supporting their loved ones with disabilities. Many individuals require highly specialized
care, communication supports, behavioral interventions, and constant supervision that family
members are uniquely qualified to provide.

| believe | speak for many within the disability community when | say that we care deeply about
Medicaid accountability and preventing fraud. Those who misuse taxpayer dollars or bill for
services that were never provided should absolutely be held accountable. However, eliminating
family caregivers is not the solution.

Instead, Ohio should strengthen provider oversight, enhance screening and compliance
measures, improve auditing systems, and develop better methods to identify high-risk providers.
These targeted approaches can address fraud without harming vulnerable individuals who
depend on family-based care.

Removing family caregivers from the provider workforce will have serious and unintended
consequences. It will increase caregiver burnout, reduce access to qualified support staff, and
force some individuals with disabilities into long-term care facilities, group homes, residential
placements, or emergency departments when community-based supports fail.

Ohio’s disability community deserves dignity, equity, choice, and access to quality care within
their own communities. House Bill 795 would move our state in the wrong direction by reducing
options for families and placing vulnerable individuals at greater risk.

| respectfully urge the committee to reject House Bill 795 and preserve the ability of family
members to provide paid caregiving services when it is in the best interest of the individual
receiving care.



Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Heather M. Higgins

10418 Zocalo Drive
Cincinnati, OH 45251
heathermh20@icloud.com
978-594-3096



