Emma Lockwood

723 Loda Dr.

Cincinnati, OH 45245

June 5, 2026

Chairman Jennifer Gross

Vice Chair Tim Barhorst

Ranking Member Rachel Baker
Members of the Medicaid Committee
Statehouse Building, Columbus, OH

Subject: Testimony on House Bill 795 Amendment

Dear Chairman Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Rachel Baker and Members
of the House Medicaid Committee,

| am writing in regard to the family amendment of House Bill 795. | am asking
you to not approve the family amendment of House Bill 795 in which family members of
persons with disabilities on medicaid can not be paid care givers.

My name is Emma Lockwood and | am 25 years old. | have Spinal Muscular
Atrophy that affects all of my muscles, but not my brain. | am completely paralysed
except for the use of my fingers. | live with my parents and my brother who also has
Spinal Muscular Atrophy. My brother and | both require 24 hours a day complex care.
Very few nurses are familiar with the equipment and the type of care that | need. This
makes finding a nurse that is capable and responsible nearly impossible. My whole life |
have had family members take care of me as trained personal care assistance or
nurses. Without this | know | wouldn't be able to do the things that | do, such as working
towards my Master’s Degree in Biology at Miami University.

If paid family caregivers were taken away, my family would have to still take care
of my brother and | 24 hours a day while trying to make a living which is almost
impossible. | know without paid family caregivers, | would not have the life that | have
today.



| feel that every disabled person has the right to live as normal as possible.
People with disabilities should be allowed to have paid family caregivers to help them
live as normal as possible and as comfortably as possible and not have nurses
following them around or living in an institution. People with disabilities are people, we
have thoughts, feelings, desires and dreams and do not belong laying in beds in
overcrowded institutions. We are more than capable of contributing to society and have
a purpose in life.

Please consider our financial situations, our rights and our personal family life
when voting for the House Bill 795 and please remove the family amendment. |
understand that fraud is out there, but there are better ways to control it besides
punishing families and those with disabilities who are just trying to live their best life.

Sincerely,

Emma Lockwood



