
I am here today to speak up for my children, who are unable to do so for themselves. I am the 
adoptive mother of three boys with significant and extensive disabilities: my 16 year old son has 
cerebral palsy, my 14 year old son has autism, is blind and is a shaken baby survivor, and my 
youngest son has autism and epilepsy. They are the light of my life and my purpose and reason 
on this earth, there is nothing I wouldn’t do for them, including standing before you today to 
speak despite my own anxiety around public speaking. 

As someone who has children who have benefitted immensely from tax dollar funded 
programming, I will always be the first to say that funds need to be allocated with care and 
appropriate oversight, because when your child has extensive care needs, every dollar, every 
resource, is precious. However, the paid parent caregiver program being cut is not a humane 
way to save funds. And as a member of the disability parent community for the last 8 years 
since adopting my oldest son, I can tell you that a selfless and honorable group of people does 
not exist. So to hear that our community is being accused in this way of fraud, was very painful 
given how much we give of ourselves every day for our children, every ounce of our energy, our 
very lives. 

It is easy for most people to think of me and parents like me as a stereotype, a “welfare mom” 
living off of benefits. That could not be further from the truth. I have actually been able to 
maintain a career teaching full time because of the extra resources of my second income as a 
parent provider. And I know that parents who do need to leave the workforce do so out of 
necessity, not choice.

Everyone wants their child to have the best care, and for children with complex health needs, 
that’s often not able to be replicated by anyone but their parent who knows what every 
nonverbal sign of theirs means. I am not replaceable as my sons’ caregiver, I can confidently 
say that no one can provide the standard of care that they can. Infancy needs in preteen and 
teen bodies is a complex thing to tackle, and I have become an expert born out of my love and 
dedication to my own children that no other caregiver could measure up to, even if other 
caregivers weren’t in incredibly short supply and impossible to find.

Please, I beg you, don’t put us back in the dark. I want to continue to thrive, and facilitate my 
children thriving. We need this program in order to maintain quality of life for our family. 


