Bad Policy in the Name of Fraud, Waste, and Abuse Does Nothing to Save Ohioans
Money

A few years ago, my family faced an impossible choice for my great aunt, a Medicaid recipient
with a HCBS waiver. Agency staffing was impossible to find. The choice came down to this:
does my mother quit her job to care for her, or do we force her into a nursing facility?

Paid family caregiving was our only lifeline. Had Ohio forced my aunt into a nursing home
without providing this choice, it would have cost the state triple the price of her community
waiver.

According to Ohio Medicaid nursing facility reimbursement rates, a Medicaid-funded nursing
home placement typically costs the state approximately $100,000 per person per year, while
many Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) waivers provide supports at a fraction of
that cost, allowing Ohio to serve individuals in their homes and communities while often
avoiding institutional expenditures that can exceed six figures annually.

Rooting out fraud, waste, and abuse is necessary, but attacking it with a sledgehammer that
dismantles cost-saving care is completely unacceptable. This provision doesn't protect Ohio
taxpayers, it threatens to burden future generations with skyrocketing institutional costs.

| challenge anyone supporting the elimination of family caregiving to provide an alternative that
costs less and delivers better care. You won't find one.

Ohio cannot afford this shortsighted, economically reckless policy. | urge this governing body to
look past flashy headlines and protect the financial and moral integrity of our state. Save Ohio
money, protect Ohio families, and vote NO on this provision.
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