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Chair Gross, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Ohio House Medicaid 
Committee: 
 
If paid family caregivers are removed from the system, the question is not who will replace 
us—the question is whether anyone will. 
 
My name is Amy Clawson. I am the mother and legal guardian of my 29-year-old son, Tim, 
who has severe cerebral palsy and complex medical needs. 
 
For nearly three decades, my family has relied on Ohio's disability service system to help 
Tim live safely at home and remain part of his community. Tim requires assistance with 
every aspect of daily life, uses a feeding tube, power wheelchair, communication device, 
and specialized equipment, and depends on a team of caregivers to stay healthy and safe. 
 
Like many Ohio families, we have struggled for years to find and keep qualified caregivers. 
Ohio is already facing a direct care workforce crisis. Policies that restrict providers or 
eliminate paid family caregivers will only make that crisis worse. 
 
I am especially concerned about proposals that would broadly prohibit paid family 
caregivers. 
 
Family caregivers are often portrayed as simply spending time with a loved one while 
receiving compensation. That is not the reality for families like mine. 
 
I do not just "hang out" with my son. I provide the same hands-on care a paid caregiver 
would provide. I help with personal care, medications, feeding tube needs, transfers, 
transportation, appointments, and constant supervision. I am the one who gets up during 
the night to make sure he is breathing safely. I am the one who showers him, changes his 
diapers, and responds when there is no one else available. 
 
This is not occasional help. It is a full-time responsibility that never ends. 
 
The reality is that there are simply not enough workers available, especially for people with 
significant disabilities and medical needs. When shifts go unfilled, family members step in 
because there is no alternative. 
 
When major changes to Home and Community-Based Services move forward without 
meaningful input from people with disabilities and their families, the consequences can be 



profound. Without an adequate workforce and suƯicient community supports, some 
Ohioans could be forced into nursing homes or other institutional settings simply because 
there is no one available to provide care at home. Community living is exactly what these 
services were designed to protect. 
 
I support eƯorts to identify and address fraud. Taxpayer dollars should be protected, and 
bad actors should be held accountable. However, isolated cases of fraud should not be 
used to justify policies that harm thousands of families who legitimately rely on these 
services every day. 
 
My son is not committing fraud. My family is not committing fraud. Thousands of Ohio 
families are not committing fraud. 
 
I respectfully urge the Committee to reject broad bans on paid family caregivers. 
Eliminating family caregivers will not create more direct care workers. It will simply remove 
one of the most reliable sources of support keeping people with disabilities safely in their 
homes and communities. 
 
My son's ability to live at home depends on these supports. If they disappear, families like 
mine do not suddenly have more options—we have fewer. For some, the alternative is 
institutional care. 
 
I respectfully ask you to protect Home and Community-Based Services, include people 
with disabilities and their families in policy discussions, and ensure that Ohio remains 
committed to community living. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Amy Clawson 
Mother and Guardian 
Walton Hills, Ohio 
513-617-6272 
Clawsonamy09@gmail.com 


