To the members of the Ohio House Medicaid Committee:

My name is Brian Tress. | was diagnosed with autism when | was very little. | went to a special
needs school for the majority of my school life. I've been around special needs people my whole
life and I've seen how much help they need. | did greenhouse landscaping in high school which
shows how my mom helped me with life skills. My mom helped me get through my bad temper
as a kid. We had a shared love of gardening and nature. | love her so much because she helped
me get a good start in life.

It was always my intention to move to Columbus to be with my sister. It happened sooner than |
thought when my mom died 2 years ago.

So | moved out here with my sister who'’s been taking care of me. She’s done so much for me
that | couldn’t do without her. She got me out of a toxic environment with my dad. She helped
me get my own Ohio ID card and adjust to a new state. She helps me get to doctors
appointments. And she helped me make new friends who are also autistic. She got me set up
with Special Olympics swimming. She even helped me to vote in the election. If | had to go live
in an institution, | wouldn’t be happy. | would miss my family and the life my sister has helped
me build. My sister is a good person and hard worker and has done so much for me.

| truly believe this law should not happen. I've been around special needs people all my life and
| know some people need a lot of help to live. Things need to stay the way they are, meaning
family members should be paid to help the people who need it the most.

Thank you,

Brian Tress



