
Testimony of Donna Jo Kazee 

Opponent Testimony Regarding Proposed Restrictions on Family Caregivers Under Ohio Medicaid Waivers 

Ohio House Medicaid Committee 

June 8, 2026 

Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and Honorable Members of the House Medicaid 
Committee: 

My name is Donna Jo Kazee. I am the mother and legal guardian of my 25-year-old son, Peyton, an Ohioan 
with autism, intellectual disability, and significant medical needs. 

I am here today to oppose any proposal that would prohibit parents or family members from providing Medicaid 
waiver services. For families like mine, this proposal is not about policy theory. It is about whether our loved 
ones can safely remain in their homes and communities. 

Peyton requires support throughout the day for activities that many people take for granted. Because of severe 
short bowel syndrome, food preparation, hydration, and dietary management are critical. He also requires 
support with daily living skills, transportation, community participation, scheduling, decision-making, and 
personal safety. Like many individuals with developmental disabilities, he functions best with consistency, 
familiar routines, and trusted caregivers. 

The reality is that family caregivers are already the backbone of Ohio’s support system. For years, Ohio has 
recognized that family-directed supports can be an effective, person-centered solution when they are in the 
individual’s best interest. Families have structured their lives around that understanding. Many have left 
careers, adjusted work schedules, completed provider training, and made tremendous financial sacrifices to 
ensure their loved ones receive safe and reliable care. 

My husband recently completed the required training, CPR and First Aid certification, background checks, and 
provider preparation because we were working within the system Ohio created. We followed the rules and 
invested significant time and effort because we believed Ohio valued qualified caregivers, including family 
members. 

Now families are being told that the very people who know their loved ones best may no longer be allowed to 
provide those services. At the same time, Ohio continues to face serious workforce shortages. Families across 
the state struggle to find and retain qualified direct support professionals. Staff turnover is high. Positions 
remain unfilled. Many individuals receive fewer services than they need simply because providers cannot be 
found. 

Eliminating family caregivers will not create a new workforce. It will simply remove an existing one. When no 
outside worker is available, who provides the care? Who prepares medically necessary meals? Who notices 
subtle signs of illness, dehydration, anxiety, or distress before they become emergencies? Who ensures that 
individuals can continue participating in their communities, attending activities, maintaining relationships, and 
living meaningful lives? 

For many Ohioans with disabilities, the answer is family. I also ask you to consider the financial impact of this 
proposal. 



Family caregivers often provide highly individualized support at a fraction of what it would cost the state to fund 
more restrictive services. If families can no longer provide care, some individuals will experience service 
disruptions, caregiver burnout, increased crises, and potentially institutional or residential placements that are 
far more expensive than supporting them at home. 

This proposal risks solving a problem that does not exist while worsening several that already do. 

I am also a person with a disability. I live with Type 3 Spinal Muscular Atrophy. Even with my own physical 
limitations, I continue to help coordinate and provide support because there have been times when there 
simply was no alternative. Families do this every day across Ohio — not because it is easy, but because their 
loved ones depend on them. 

Our family returned to Ohio in part because we believed this state valued community-based supports and 
recognized the important role families play in helping individuals with disabilities live successfully at home. We 
wanted Peyton to remain connected to family, community, and a support network that could help him thrive 
rather than face isolation or years without meaningful services. 

Peyton’s care is not interchangeable. It is built on decades of knowledge, trust, communication, and 
experience. The same is true for countless families throughout Ohio. 

I respectfully urge you to reject any proposal that broadly prohibits parents or family members from providing 
waiver services. Decisions about who provides care should be individualized, person-centered, and based on 
the needs of the person receiving services—not on a blanket prohibition that ignores the realities families face 
every day. 

Our son’s behaviors and incidents are managed so much better by family care. We’ve had a few amazing 
providers over the years, but lack of skilled and caring providers who stay on the job long enough has resulted 
in actual harm to our son and safety concerns in the home and community. 

Please preserve the flexibility that allows Ohioans with disabilities to remain safely in their homes, connected to 
their communities, and supported by the people who know them best. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 


