
I am writing to you today asking you to please vote no on HB 795. My son is one of the many 
disabled people in Ohio. He is 36 years old, Autistic and MRDD. Mentally my son is about age 8. I 
am his caregiver. I help him with all activities of daily living from bathing, cooking, cleaning, 
brushing his teeth, toileting, etc.  he cannot be left alone at any time. He has a seizure disorder 
and communication issues. He has no concept of a stranger, money, or dangers. The only 
reason I am able to stay home and care for him has been because of the waiver program. It 
doesn’t pay exorbitant amounts for his care to me and much of what I make goes back to Him 
for his needs. In fact, as a nurse, I could make more than double if I worked outside the home. 
My family has made sacrifices to take care of my son. 

He has had experiences where he was taken advantage of by others when I put him into day 
programs. I will not let that happen again. I will also tell you that by the families stepping up to 
provide this much needed care to their family members, the state of Ohio is actually saving 
money than if we have to put them into institutional care because we can’t make ends meet if 
this bill passes. Please, do not vote for this bill as it is. Please do NOT stop families from 
providing care for their loved ones. They will get much better and cheaper care this way then 
they ever would from a stranger! The reasons the institutions were shut down is because of the 
horrific abuses perpetrated on our most vulnerable.

Please do not hurt my son and my family anymore by passing this. We already have enough 
hurdles in this life to overcome.

Sincerely,

Kimberly Tungate


