Testimony in Opposition to House Bill 795 Substitute (M)
Chairperson, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Stephanie Milas, and | am writing to express my strong opposition to the
Substitute Version (M) of House Bill 795.

The provisions added to this substitute bill that prohibit family caregivers from being
compensated for providing Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) will have
devastating consequences for Ohioans with disabilities, seniors, and medically fragile
individuals who depend on these services every day.

This issue is deeply personal to me. | am a person with a disability who relies on HCBS
services to live safely and independently in my home and community. Like many Ohioans
receiving these services, | have experienced firsthand the severe shortage of qualified
caregivers. There have been times when finding reliable staff was extremely difficult, leaving
me and my family with limited options to ensure my care needs were met.

My family caregivers have played a vital role in my ability to remain in my home and avoid
unnecessary institutional care. My two sisters are Registered Nurses who provide the majority
of my nursing care needs. Their medical training, experience, and dedication ensure that |
receive safe, high-quality care from people who know my health conditions, routines, and
needs better than anyone else. In addition, my mother serves as my Home Care Attendant
and steps in to provide care whenever nurses are unavailable. Without the support of my
family caregivers, there would be significant gaps in my care due to the ongoing shortage of
nurses and direct care workers in Ohio.

Because of their support, | have been able to remain in my own home, participate in my
community, and maintain a greater level of independence and quality of life. The ability for
family caregivers to be compensated through HCBS programs has made it possible for my
family to continue providing the care | need while helping to offset the financial sacrifices that
caregiving often requires.

Compensating family caregivers recognizes the reality that caregiving is real work. It requires
time, training, commitment, and sacrifice. Without this support, many families including mine
would face significant financial hardship, and many individuals with disabilities would be at
risk of losing access to reliable care including myself. Eliminating payment for family
caregivers will not solve Ohio's workforce shortage. Instead, it will remove one of the most
dependable sources of care available to many people with disabilities.

Family caregivers are often the backbone of the long-term care system. They provide critical
support that allows individuals with disabilities and complex medical needs to remain safely



in their homes and communities rather than being forced into institutional settings. Across
Ohio, there is already a severe shortage of direct support professionals, nurses, and home
care workers. Eliminating compensation for family caregivers will only worsen this crisis and
place vulnerable Ohioans at greater risk.

I am also deeply concerned about the substitute bill's expanded Electronic Visit Verification
(EVV) requirements. These measures represent unnecessary and intrusive surveillance that
places additional administrative burdens on caregivers without improving the quality of care.
Individuals with disabilities and their families deserve dignity, privacy, and autonomy.
Expanding surveillance requirements risks creating barriers to care while treating caregivers
as though they are presumed guilty of wrongdoing.

The disability community has fought for decades to secure the right to live independently in
the community. Policies that restrict family caregiving and increase unnecessary monitoring
threaten those hard-won gains. Instead of creating new obstacles, Ohio should be investing in
solutions that strengthen the HCBS system, support caregivers, address workforce shortages,
and promote community integration.

| strongly urge the committee and the General Assembly to reject the provisions in House Bill
795 Substitute (M) that ban payment to family caregivers and impose excessive EVV
requirements. For individuals like me, these policies threaten the very support system that
makes independent community living possible. Ohio's disability community, aging population,
and family caregivers deserve policies that support them—not policies that make it harder to
receive and provide essential care.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Stephanie Milas

Tipp City, Ohio



