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Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House 
Medicaid Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide interested party 
testimony on House Bill 795. 

My name is Troy Hunter, and I serve as President & CEO of ElevateDD. ElevateDD is a 
statewide organization working to advance advocacy, inclusion, education, and 
opportunity for people with developmental disabilities and their families across Ohio. 

We appreciate the intent of House Bill 795 to strengthen Medicaid program integrity 
and prevent fraud, waste, and abuse. Taxpayer dollars should be protected, and bad 
actors should be held accountable. At the same time, we want to raise a serious 
concern about language in the current version of the bill adopted last week that 
could restrict or prohibit Medicaid home- and community-based services waiver 
payment for personal care services provided by family caregivers. 

For Ohioans with developmental disabilities, family caregivers are not a loophole in 
the system. In many cases, they are a critical part of the care network. 

Ohio continues to face significant direct support workforce challenges. Families 
across the state, particularly in rural and Appalachian communities, often struggle to 
find any available provider. Even when a provider can be found, families must also 
consider whether that provider is trusted, reliable, and able to safely support the 
person’s unique needs. For many people with developmental disabilities, especially 
those with complex medical, behavioral, communication, or personal care needs, 
that trust and knowledge matter deeply. 

Family members also play an important role in helping piece together care for 
services their loved ones are already approved to receive. Many families are using 

 



 

family caregiving to fill hours that are difficult, and sometimes impossible, to cover 
through the existing provider network. For many people with developmental 
disabilities, successful community living depends on a patchwork of supports that 
may include agency providers, independent providers, family caregivers, schools, 
employers, neighbors, and community partners. Paid family caregivers often help 
hold that patchwork together so people can remain safe, independent, and 
successful in their homes and communities. 

Paid family caregiving helps people with developmental disabilities remain in their 
homes, participate in their communities, work, attend school, and live as 
independently as possible. It also helps prevent more costly crisis-based care, 
hospitalizations, congregate settings, or institutional placements. In many families, 
the level of care needed makes traditional employment difficult or impossible for a 
parent or family member. Allowing that caregiver to be paid can be both practical 
and cost-effective. 

We are concerned that a broad restriction on family caregivers could unintentionally 
destabilize care for people who already face barriers to accessing services. It could 
reduce available care, increase pressure on families, worsen workforce shortages, and 
create greater long-term costs for the state. 

We respectfully ask the committee to remove or amend the family caregiver 
restriction in House Bill 795 and work with families, people with developmental 
disabilities, county boards, DODD, providers, and advocacy organizations to ensure 
the bill protects both Medicaid integrity and access to essential home- and 
community-based services. 

Ohio can be serious about fraud prevention while also protecting families, preserving 
choice, supporting local care solutions, and keeping people with developmental 
disabilities in their homes and communities. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 


