Greetings.

My name is Patrice Ford. | live in Delaware County, Ohio. | am 72 years old. I'm on. Long term.
Medicaid. state of Ohio. At the present time, in the past three years, | have been receiving
home health care. With the help of Central Ohio Department of Aging. And | don't know what
would happen to me if | didn't have the in home care | receive. | live alone. | have a daughter
that lives two hours away. She's 55. She works three jobs to survive. | have many health issues
That prevents me from doing. Things myself.. | have heart failure. I'm diabetic. | have kidney
failure. Severe arthritis. In the back. Knees. Ankles. Hands. | also suffer from.Polymyalgia
rheumatica (PMR) is an inflammatory condition that causes severe muscle pain and
stiffness, Hashimoto's disease...| suffer from eye disease, macular degeneration. Which has
caused me great vision loss. | get 8 hours a week home care. My caregiver comes in. Cleans
my apartment. She will help me dress. She helps me bathe. Takes my trash out to the road. Get
my mail. | am on a Walker. In the process of giving a motorized wheelchair. Even though it's only
8 hours a week. | don't know what would happen to me. If | didn't have her, she. Is not a relative.
She's employed through an agency in Columbus, Ohio. She has other clients here in Delaware
she sees, so she squeezes me in. In between other jobs she does . She also will. pick up
medication for me. And like | said, take me to Dr Appointments and so on. She does not get gas
reimbursement. Whenever she's driving to go somewhere to pick something up for me or
appointments or whatever, she does not get paid gas. When | first started getting home health
services, | did ask my daughter if she would like to be my caregiver and she would get paid. She
did ask me what the hourly pay was, which. She would have to go through agency. And they
were gonna pay her $15 an hour. Which there's no way that she could drive two hours. For 8
hours of work it would not be worth it for her. Plus, she's at an age where she has arthritis too,
and. There's not much he can do to help me like get in shower and stuff like that, so. Yeah, I'm
through an agency. | just scares me to death. What's gonna happen to me and to other people
like me? Let alone a lot of the children. They get help with home health care because their
parents can't do it. They have to work. Because of my mobility issues, I'm on the Internet a lot.
Just a couple weeks ago | read a story about a family. It's a man and woman that have an
autistic adult child. And. One of them had to quit their job to stay home to take care of him.
They've used and lost all their savings. Due to some medical bills and also paying caregivers
out of pocket. | have an autistic 17 year old grandson. That has an aide come so his mother can
work. He's nonverbal. And | don't know what's going to happen to him if home health is taken
away from him. | just don't understand. Yeah, there's crooks. These fake agencies and
everything that's going on, yes, | can see them getting prosecuted. They should be prosecuted
to the Max. But for people to take away home care from family and relatives? | don't know how
this is going to fix the problem. These family members did nothing. They're trying to care for
their sick, disabled people. That's all they're trying to do. Let's put it this way, say. Your mother,
spouse, child, something happens and they need home care. Would you rather have strangers
coming in and out of your house? People you don't know? Or would you rather have a family
member of some sort that you know and then you can trust? And I'm telling you, even though
it's new agency, some of these agencies have some bad workers. I've seen them. They've been
here in my house. But I've been lucky. Most of my caregivers have been pretty decent, but
there's been some really bad ones. Please. Please don't end family caregiving. People like me,



we need all the help we can get. It's not our fault these. Fake companies were set up to rob the
government. Of money. It's not our fault.

Sincerely,
Patrice Ford.
June 5th, 2026.



