To whom it may concern:

Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Emily. | am a single mother of three school-age
children. My youngest child has an extremely complex medical history and requires 24-hour
care. By being a paid caregiver, | am able to support our family and keep the lights on, while
also providing the care my child needs to remain outside of a hospital. Giving him actual quality
of life. My son, Finn, spent the first 18 months of his life in Cincinnati Childrens and has been
said to be one of the most medically complex children to ever be discharged home. Finn has a
fantastic support system and is very well cared for. He has come a long way since his initial birth
to 18 months admission, but as many families with medically complex children understand, the
path is not always a straight one.

| chose to become a paid caregiver for him after quitting my job because | simply could not
continue taking time off on a daily/weekly basis because of appointments, therapies, and the
(more than) occasional emergency. | spend all of my time talking to case managers, scheduling
and attending appointments, going to IEP meetings, communicating with teachers and
therapists, documenting his daily cares and medications, administering medications and
feedings, managing and storing supplies, making sure he is receiving enough oxygen and
breathing comfortably, monitoring and assisting in his bowel movements, watching for any
aspirating during his feedings, and taking him to the hospital when emergencies arise... among
MANY other things.

If the house bill bans family members from being paid caregivers, | would not be able to find a
full- time job that has the ability to support myself, and my three children, at the same time
remaining flexible enough to attend appointments, therapies, and emergency room visits.

If families like my own were the ones committing fraud, we would have things like a handicap
accessible vehicle, a bathroom that is large enough to give Finn an actual bath (on the first
floor), an accessible home, a wheelchair that fits his needs that we don’t have to wait years for,
and probably a maid. But these things are far-off dreams for families like mine. Doing away with
paid family caregivers would not only put a strain on every family affected, but also put more of
a strain on home care nursing and aides as well, when there is already a shortage to begin with.
Increasing hospital admissions and emergency room visits as a result.

While House Bill 795 addresses medicaid fraud, which is necessary, the bill is only harming the
Medicaid recipients and their families. As a paid caregiver, the proposed EVV rules place
unnecessary stress on an already stressed population. | have my son in my home, so that he
can have QUALITY OF LIFE. This means being out in the community, going to school, spending
time with family and friends, and traveling when we can. Not being homebound. The proposed
stringent rules and tracking is, not only harmful, it's discriminatory. This fragile community
needs support, not more hoops to jump through.

Regards,
Emily Mummert



