Hello,

My name is Amelia Whorton. | am a PhD student and researcher, and | am writing to
share my concerns over HB 795 as a disabled Ohioan. | do not currently receive a
Medicaid waiver, and my mother is not paid by Medicaid for her care, but | know
firsthand how much that care makes possible. In my career as a researcher, | often
need to be at my university by 10 AM at least three days a week. This requires my
mother to help me wake up, shower, get dressed, and board the RTA paratransit. She
also helps me with household tasks so | can live my most independent and joyful life.
Without the sacrifices she has made on my behalf, | would not be a PhD student. As my
needs evolve, a Medicaid waiver may become part of my future, and the ability to have
my mother as my paid caregiver is something | am counting on for my career, my
independence, and my quality of life.

| am also writing on behalf of the many Ohioans in the disability community who are
already relying on family caregivers through Medicaid. When we compensate family
members for this work, we are investing in the quality of life and potential of Ohio's
disability community. | truly believe that by eliminating such a vital resource, HB 795 is
predefining how Ohio's disabled children will grow into Ohio's disabled adults, and will
not help them thrive but instead ensure that they only survive. Family caregivers provide
consistency, trust, and dignity that agency-assigned workers often cannot. Without
them, disabled Ohioans do not simply find another option. Ohio does not have a home
care workforce large enough to fill that gap, and the people left behind will be among
our state's most vulnerable.

| urge this committee to reject the prohibition on family caregivers and to hear directly
from the disability community before this bill moves forward. | also ask that future
hearings include a live virtual participation option, so that disabled Ohioans who cannot
travel to Columbus are not shut out of the process that affects them most.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Amelia Whorton, M.S.
PhD Candidate



