795
Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Linda Miller, and | am writing in opposition to House Bill 795.

| am a widow, a full-time employee outside my home, and the sole caregiver, house manager,
medical coordinator, and legal guardian for my 32-year-old daughter with significant disabilities.
Every day, | balance the responsibilities of maintaining a household, earning an income,
coordinating medical care, managing medications, attending appointments, advocating for
services, and providing the hands-on support my daughter requires to live safely and

successfully in our home.

My daughter cannot advocate for herself in the same way many adults can. She depends on me
not only for her physical care, but also for decisions regarding her health, safety, finances, and
overall well-being. Caring for her is not simply a part of my day—it is my life, before work, after
work, overnight, weekends, and holidays.

‘The services that support my daughter at home are not a convenience. They are what make it
possible for her to remain in the community rather than in an institution. Home-based care
allows her to be surrounded by family, familiar routines, and the people who know and love her

best.
HB 795 threatens that stability.

As a working parent and caregiver, | am deeply concerned that increased restrictions,
surveillance requirements, and limitations on family-provided care will make it more difficult to
maintain the support system that keeps my daughter at home. The reality is that there is already
a severe shortage of qualified caregivers. If family caregivers are restricted or discouraged from
providing care, many families will have no realistic alternative.

| cannot simply leave my job and lose my income. At the same time, | cannot leave my daughter
without the support she needs. HB 795 places families like mine in an impossible position.

| am especially concerned that policies intended to prevent fraud may unintentionally punish
honest families who are doing everything possible to care for loved ones with disabilities. Most
family caregivers are not looking for a benefit; we are filling gaps in a system that already
struggles to recruit and retain workers. We provide care because nobody else is available, and
because our loved ones deserve to remain in their homes.

| also question whether this bill addresses fraud in a meaningful way. It appears to create more
administrative requirements and paperwork while adding overhead to administrative salaries
and systems that already exist. The people responsible for preventing fraud today often are not
the ones out in the community conducting wellness checks, verifying services in real time, or
ensuring that Electronic Visit Verification (EVV) systems are functioning effectively and



accurately. Stopping fraud is not accomplished through more paperwork. It requires timely
oversight on the ground, meaningful provider accountability, and systems that verify services
without creating unnecessary barriers for families.

What concerns me most is that HB 795 risks making it harder for families to care for their loved
ones while discouraging people from becoming or remaining independent providers. Families
are already stretched beyond their limits. Additional administrative burdens and scrutiny may
drive away the very caregivers our system desperately needs.

If the support that allows my daughter to live at home is weakened, the consequence may not
be better oversight or savings. The consequence may be institutional placement. Not because it
is best for her, but because families are left with no other option.

Institutional care is not what my daughter wants, and it is not what | want for her. | have devoted
my life to ensuring she can live with dignity, safety, and the love of her family. | ask you to
consider the impact this legislation will have on thousands of Ohio families who are carrying
extraordinary responsibilities every day.

I would ask each of you to spend just one day in the life of a parent caring for an adult child with
significant special needs. Experience the constant coordination, advocacy, worry, and
responsibility that never ends. Perhaps then you would better understand how negatively this
bill could impact the very vulnerable community it is intended to protect.

Please do not make it harder for families to keep their loved ones at home.
I respectfully ask you to oppose House Bill 795.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Linda Miller
Parent, Guardian, Caregiver, and Ohio Resident




