Hello,

My name is Michelle, and | am the parent of a child with special needs. My son was diagnosed
at the age of 2 with Global Developmental Delay and Autism Spectrum Disorder. Receiving
those diagnoses was overwhelming, and | felt completely lost as | tried to understand how to
support my child and navigate the services he needed.

Medicaid became a lifeline for our family. Through Medicaid, we were connected to critical
services, including speech therapy, occupational therapy, and Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)
therapy. These services helped my son develop communication skills, improve his daily living
abilities, and make meaningful progress that would not have been possible without access to
care.

As my son grew older, he was also approved for a waiver that provides caregiver support. This
assistance has allowed me to help him with his daily functioning while ensuring he receives the
care and supervision he needs. For families like mine, these supports are not luxuries—they are
necessities.

Today, my son is 8 years old. Because of the services made available through Medicaid, he has
made tremendous progress in his development, communication, and independence. While he
still faces challenges, he is able to participate more fully in daily life and has opportunities that
once seemed out of reach.

| ask you to protect and strengthen Medicaid for children with disabilities and special needs.
Medicaid provides access to therapies, supports, and services that help children reach their full
potential and allow families like mine to continue caring for them at home and in their
communities. Reductions in Medicaid funding would have a direct and devastating impact on
families who rely on these services every day.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



