
Dear Chair Williams, Vice Chair Barnhurst, Ranking Member Liston, and other esteemed 
members of the Medicaid Committee, 

My name is Allison Boot. As I detailed in my previous testimony, I resided in Illinois for six 
years. My husband and I were compelled to leave a beautiful, accessible home and return 
to my native state of Ohio due to a crisis in home care, exacerbated by both COVID-19 and 
an Electronic Visit Verification (EVV) system that frequently malfunctioned. This 
malfunctioning led to frustration among caregivers, prompting many to seek other 
employment. 

Ohio, like the rest of the country, has faced a home care crisis since the pandemic. 
Individuals with disabilities are finding it increasingly diƯicult to secure the caregivers 
necessary for essential care. Before discovering our current care agency, my husband and I 
feared we would either end up in a nursing home or incur debt by relocating to North 
Carolina, where his family resides. I am deeply concerned that if EVV is implemented in 
Ohio, we may once again face the heartbreaking choice of abandoning the wonderful life 
we’ve built or entering a nursing home, which could lead to an earlier death than we 
deserve. 

While it may seem dramatic to say that my husband and I could die prematurely if we are 
placed in a nursing home, it is a harsh reality. Many nursing homes are understaƯed, 
resulting in inadequate care for residents, who often face premature death. 

My husband’s disability is medically complex, requiring specialized care. Years ago, he 
spent a couple of months in a nursing home while I sought caregivers with the expertise 
necessary to support him. We actively assist our care agency in recruiting qualified 
caregivers. 

During his time in the nursing home, my husband nearly lost his life because it took three 
hours, along with the threat of legal action against the facility, for anyone to call 911, even 
though he repeatedly expressed that he felt septic and needed to go to a hospital 
immediately. 

I fear that if House Bill 795 completely eliminates pay for family caregivers, many will be 
forced to place their loved ones in nursing homes while searching for alternative sources of 
income. Many families cannot fathom the painful choice between caring for their loved 
ones and earning a living to maintain their homes. This is a grim reality that many will face 
unless House Bill 795 is amended. 

I understand the bill's intent is to reduce Medicaid fraud, but I implore you not to do so at 
the expense of individuals with disabilities. I am not a mere expenditure; I am a wife, 
daughter, sister, aunt, friend, advocate, author, native Ohioan, and taxpayer. I could not 



fulfill these roles or lead a full life without the essential care I receive through a Medicaid 
care waiver. 

I urge you to consider individuals with disabilities as people, rather than just costs, before 
implementing changes to Medicaid. 

In closing, I pose a question: If your loved one were to experience an accident resulting in a 
disability, would you want them to receive care in their home, or risk being mistreated or 
neglected in a nursing home? 

Allison M. Boot, M.A. 

 


