Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee,

My name is Angelia Oborne, and | am a live-in caregiver for my mother
through Ohio's PASSPORT waiver program.

About a year ago, my mother experienced a severe mental health crisis.
Her major depressive disorder and psychosis became so severe that she
stopped eating and ultimately required a feeding tube. There was a time
when | was not sure she would ever regain the quality of life she once had.
Today, because she is able to remain at home with family support, her life
looks very different.

My mother still lives with significant physical limitations from rheumatoid
arthritis and cannot walk independently. However, she is once again
engaged in life. She enjoys cooking, organizing her living space, spending
time with family, and participating in daily activities. Most importantly, she
has hope, motivation, and purpose again.

Her improvement should not be mistaken for the absence of need. Her
improvement is occurring because she has support, stability, daily
interaction, and a safe home environment.

The PASSPORT waiver has helped make that possible.

| respectfully ask that you consider the real people behind these programs
and the positive outcomes they create. My mother is not simply surviving
today. She is thriving in ways that seemed impossible just a year ago.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Angelia Oborne PASSPORT Family Caregiver



