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Chair Gross, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Ohio House, Medicaid
Committee:

My name is Will Gallup, and | was born with cerebral palsy and other developmental
disabilities. Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding house bill 795.

For the past six or seven years, my sister has served as an independent provider. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, she cared for me nearly around the clock for months to help me protect
me from becoming seriously ill. Her support allowed me to remain safe at home during an
incredibly difficult time.

My situation is not unique.

| have a friend who has epilepsy and developmental disabilities. She has struggled repeatedly
to find reliable caregivers. Her sister has become her most important source of support and
stability as an independent provider.

| also have another friend with developmental disabilities who is only caregiver is his mother.
She is the only person available to provide the care he needs each day.

There are hundreds, if not thousands of Ohioans with disabilities, whose families are their only
caregiving option because they cannot find enough direct support professionals. The
workforce shortage is real, and families have stepped in to fill in the gap when no one else is
available.

Our families are our lifeline. Nobody knows our needs, our routines, our communication styles,
and our health concerns better than the people who love us most.

That is why | am deeply concerned about any proposal that would prohibit family members
from being paid to provide care. Removing family caregivers from the system would not create
new workers. Instead, it would leave many Ohioans what disabilities without the support they
need to live safely in their homes and communities.

Before making decisions that affect our lives, | encourage you to visit our homes, meet our
families and see firsthand what caregiving looks like every day. You will see the dedication
sacrifice, and hard work that families provide to keep their loved ones healthy, safe, and
included in their communities.

| respectfully ask you to carefully consider the impact this legislation could have on people with
disabilities and our families. Please protect the right of family members to be paid caregivers
when they are the best and sometimes the only—option available.

Thank you for taking your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Will Gallup



Parma, Cuyahoga County, Ohio

will.e.gallup@gmail.com.



