
My name is Denice Molby, and I am writing in opposition to the substitute bill proposed under H.B 795 that would eliminate 
family members as paid providers. 

I am the mother to my 29-year-old son, who is ventilator-dependent and has severe autism. My son requires 24-hour 
supervision, behavioral support, ventilator care, and assistance with daily needs. 

I am currently his paid caregiver through Ohio’s medicaid IO waiver. Without this arrangement, my son would not be able to 
live at home, and there are no qualified facilities that can meet his complex needs. In the past 10 years, we have not been 
able to find a facility that can provide a weekend of respite so that my husband and I can get away. There are facilities that 
can care for an individual on a ventilator, but they are unable to manage the behavioral needs of autism. And there are 
providers who can meet the behavioral needs of autism, but they are not able to care for the ventilator. And many years ago,
we stopped using at-home nursing due to the severe shortage and the frequent no-shows and changes in staffing. Just 
today, I had arranged for in-home respite for my son for 4 hours, and with no communication from the respite worker, she 
did not show up or reschedule. This is the first time, in years, that we have attempted to use at-home respite, and sadly, it 
always seems to end the same way. 

As a family, we are tired and feel very alone in this journey. The payments through the waiver program felt like a form of 
assistance and support. To even have this debate and the threat of losing this support is devastating. Not only would the loss 
of income have a big impact on our family, but the emotional toll that this addition to the fraud bill has had is exhausting. 

We are fighting to survive each day and to provide the complex support that our son needs. Please do not take away the 
financial support that allows me to be home with my son and provide the continuity of support that is not available 
anywhere else. 

I urge this committee to reject the substitute bill language that eliminates family members as paid providers and to protect 
the right of Ohio families to care for their own.

Respectfully submitted,
Denice Molby
Mentor Ohio 
denicemolby1@gmail.com
440-487-8970

I am the mother, legal guardian, and primary caregiver of Caleb Molby, who receives services through Ohio’s IO waiver, 
administered by Lake County Board of developmental disabilities. 


