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Ohio
6 June 2026

The Honorable Jennifer Gross, Chair
House Medicaid Committee

1 Capitol Square

Columbus, OH 43215

Re: House Bill 795
Dear Sirs and Mesdames:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on House Bill 795. In its current form, the bill will
negatively impact the provision of care to thousands of people with Autism and other developmental disabilities who rely on
home and community-based Medicaid services. As a coalition of the seven Autism Society of America affiliates in Ohio, we
have heard from countless families about the negative impact provisions of this bill would have on the the care and
independence of their loved ones with developmental disabilities. For many of our families, the only reliable care available
for their loved ones with disabilities is that provided by a family member.

Our most immediate concern is the language that appears to prohibit Medicaid HCBS waiver payments for personal
care services provided by family members. Many of our families find that the only way they can afford to meet the needs of
their loved one's disability and keep them at home (rather than placing them in an institution) is for a family member to stay
at home to provide care. Family members are an essential part of the care provider network for many people with
disabilities. Throughout the state, and particularly in rural areas, there is a shortage of qualified home and community based
services providers. Restricting famlly members from filling this gap as paid providers would create even greater shortages
and barriers to care. Family caregivers keeps families intact, helps people remain in their homes and communities and can
prevent more costly institutional or crisis-based care.

A prohibition of family caregivers would have the effect of punishing families who support the system and
destabilizing care for people already struggling to obtain and maintain services. People with developmental disabilities need
stable, trusted and responsive support. Provision of that care by family members very often makes traditional employment
impossibility. Paid caregiving by family members to meet care needs and eases the challenges of HCBS provider scarcity.

While we understand the need to prevent Medicaid fraud, we strongly believe that the solution is to strengthen
systems to prevent fraud and to punish the guilty, NOT to eliminate the parts of the system, like family providers, who are
effectively providing care to those with developmental disabilities. Ohio can protect the integrity of the Medicaid system
without destabilizing essential services to citizens with disabilities. Punish those who defraud the system, not the many
vulnerable citizens who rely upon it.

We strongly urge you to remove the language of HB 795 restricting payment of family care providers.

Very truly yours,
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Kathi J. Machle, President
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