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Thank you Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker and Members of the House Medicaid Committee, 
for the opportunity to share with you this written-only testimony regarding House Bill 795.  My name is Sandra Black, 
and I live with my two daughters, Eleanor and Naomi, in Centerville, Montgomery County, Ohio.  Naomi has multiple 
and significant disabilities primarily caused by a brain tumor that was diagnosed only weeks after she was born.  On 
behalf of my family, please accept and consider this testimony regarding House Bill 795. 
 
 
Home and community based services (HCBS) are provided to individuals with disabilities in order to live, work, worship 
and play in their communities.  The people that provide these services are Direct Support Professionals (DSP’s) who 
work independently or for an agency.  The DSP workforce crisis is far from over.  The shortage of service providers has 
existed for years.  Parents and other family members have had to step in, completing the necessary training and 
lengthy application process in order to become certified to deliver HCBS to their loved ones.  This is not a new 
phenomenon. 
 
 
The responsibility of caring for an individual with significant disabilities or complex medical needs is great.  It takes a 
team to provide this level of care, often required around the clock and on a daily basis.  My daughter, Naomi, for 
example, requires close and constant supervision.  She is partially paralyzed, partially blind, and has significant 
intellectual disability.  She cannot be left alone.  She requires assistance with mobility, eating, dressing, bathing, 
grooming, using the toilet, transferring from one location/seat to another.  She cannot communicate effectively in any 
way - verbal, sign language, communication device, etc. - and so needs consistency in her caregiving team.  It takes 
time to get to know her and understand her needs.  Parents and other family members who know the individual best 
and love them most are best suited to fulfill the role of caregiver as their child transitions into adulthood and becomes 
an active participant in the community in which they live.  
 
 
House Bill 795 was recently amended to prohibit Ohio family caregivers from being paid through Medicaid for providing 
essential personal care to a loved one enrolled in a Medicaid waiver program — regardless of the individual's level of 
need or the availability of alternative caregivers. This prohibition ignores the reality that paid family caregiving is often 
the only reliable option for individuals with multiple and significant disabilities, and that it makes it possible for them to 
live safely in the community, participate in school and work, and avoid far more costly institutional care. 
 
 
Eliminating this important Medicaid waiver service option will jeopardize the health, safety, independence, and 
community participation of individuals with multiple and significant disabilities as well as others with a variety of 
complex medical needs who rely on these essential home and community based services. 
 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony for House Bill 795.  Feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions or would like to learn more about my family’s experiences related to this or any other disability issue. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sandra Kleiser Black 


