
I am quite shocked by what I’ve read regarding HB 795 and the direction it seems to be going 
for individuals who are severely disabled.

I would like to introduce you to my sister, Beth Highley . She has been disabled her entire life.

My parents have sacrificed their lives to care for her and make her life as full and safe as 
possible. For the past 10 years, she has received a waiver that has allowed my parents to 
continue caring for her at home as she has gotten older and her needs have increased.

I also help care for Beth. She has red hair, a sweet but spicy personality, loves music, and can 
sing just about every song you play. We love her deeply. She is happiest at home, in her 
familiar environment, surrounded by her things and her stuffed animals.

My parents have tried outside agencies in the past, but Beth would cry and did not receive the 
level of care she needed. We know her best, we understand her needs, and we want what is 
truly best for her.

I am not against reform or addressing fraud. HB 795 feels like it goes beyond that and is 
instead moving in a direction that harms individuals who are severely disabled and rely on 
family care. Where are their voices? Who is advocating for them?

Please reconsider your position on this bill.The disabled community needs us their families 
standing with them.

Sincerely,
Rachel Rutherford 


