To the Ohio House of Representatives Medicaid Committee,

Please do not pass HB795 as written to eliminate Medicaid payments to family member
shared living providers. | have a 31-year-old daughter with birth defects that require 24
hour care. My wife quit work in the middle of her career to provide full-time care for our
daughter. My wife did not receive Medicaid payments as we were not aware that shared
living support was available to us.

As we grew older, my wife could no longer lift our daughter for bathing, dressing and
transfers. | retired early to provide full-time care at 65. My retirement was made possible
because we learned that | could become a provider and receive payments as a shared-
living provider. Without this, we would have had to have Medicaid waver pay an outside
provider to care for our daughter.

You must understand that family members provide better care for their loved ones than
strangers. A stranger who is providing care just for the money is more likely to commit
fraud and waste than a loving family member.

Thank you for modifying or voting against HB 795.
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