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Chair Gross, Vice-Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House Medicaid
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to offer interested party testimony on

Substitute House Bill 795. My name is Marsha Forson, and I am an associate director with the
Catholic Conference of Ohio. The Conference is the official voice of the Catholic Church in
Ohio on matters of public policy and government relations.

For two millennia, the Catholic Church has considered service to those in need and the
upbuilding of family life to be integral parts of her mission. We affirm that the family, intended
to reflect the love of God for the whole human race, is society’s fundamental cell. Families are
called to cultivate a culture of care and responsibility for and with the young, the old, the sick,
persons with disabilities, and the poor (Catechism of the Catholic Church [CCC], 2208).

We are grateful for the access to healthcare that the Medicaid program has granted to Ohioans in
need for nearly 80 years and for the home-and community-based services (HCBS) waiver
program that has allowed covered individuals to remain in their communities and near loved
ones, rather than in institutions, for close to four decades. This is a clear, pro-family policy for
those who need it most. Those receiving payments for essential care should not lose the small
benefits they receive because of bad actors who must be held accountable.

The elimination of paid personal care services in Ohio by family members who maintain human
life is not warranted. These activities are not trivial luxuries but human necessities. Many family
members forego other employment opportunities and struggle to make ends meet as they
selflessly work to sustain the lives of their loved ones in need of this assistance. The Church’s
understanding of the principle of subsidiarity is relevant here. It is just for family members who
are closest to the individual and most familiar with the individual’s needs, to receive
compensation under the terms of the program.

We also recognize, as the Catholic Church formally teaches, that “the political community has a
duty to honor the family, to assist it, and to ensure especially ... the right to medical care,
assistance for the aged, and family benefits” (CCC, 2211). The family must be given priority in
policymaking. The state should prioritize family participation in care for family members over
the imposition of institutionalization or other means, when those family members are able and
willing to assist, though they may need some financial assistance to do so.

Ohio must support families, especially those who dedicate their lives to caring for loved ones in
need. We urge the committee to change course by not reversing the years-long policy of
supporting family caregivers, and instead to seek targeted and proportional means to address the
bad actors committing fraud or abuse. Christ asks each of us to see Him in those often
overlooked or of little utilitarian value to our economic output. Let us not jeopardize the
wellbeing of Ohioans who depend on these essential components of the Medicaid program.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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