Guadalupe Bright
June 6™, 2026

Ohio Medicaid Committee

Chairperson Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and Members of the House
Committee:

My name is Guadalupe Bright. I'm a Ph.D. candidate, married with three children and have left
the workforce due to lack of proper care for my children. Disability does not discriminate. Lack of
services shouldn’t prevent those with a disability from leaving their home or cause them to not
have access to opportunities they otherwise would have. I, like everyone else, want fraud
eliminated, but it must be done in a way that will allow those with disabilities to maintain their
dignity, respect, and freedom. Today, | am here to ask that provisions disqualifying family
members to be paid caregivers be removed. | have brought a picture of my son, Tenoch, to
allow you the opportunity to see one of many who will be impacted by the way you vote.

The county has a system that puts out a request for caregiving services to many agencies. No
agency reached out with someone who was willing to service our son. The system put in place
by the state of Ohio and our counties to provide caregivers for those who need them has not
kept up its end of the bargain. Therefore, family members have stepped in to be paid
caregivers.

Losing access to paid family caregivers will be detrimental to our family. Before we had
someone help overnight, | was sleep deprived to the point | started to hear voices. My
psychiatrist said something had to change. But what was | to do if my child was up from
midnight until morning? My child needs supervision to ensure his safety. Family paid caregivers
allow me time to sleep to keep my mental health from spiraling downward.



Without family paid caregivers, Tenoch’s opportunities to leave the home would be much more
limited. Tenoch elopes, meaning he runs off without notice. He has a very limited concept of
safety and often doesn’t respond to his name. As a mother to more than one child, | need to
ensure his safety and the safety of his siblings. To do that, | either need additional help, or 'm
forced to limit his mobility and contain him in a “safety wheelchair”, essentially taking part of his
freedom away.

Individuals with disabilities are in desperate need of assistance to simply leave their home.
There is a shortage of paid caregivers which often leads to paid family caregivers who are
willing to step in and help. That is why | ask you to remove the provision that would prohibit a
spouse, parent, child, grandparent, grandchild, great-grandparent, great-grandchild, brother,
sister, aunt, uncle, nephew, niece, cousin, or a step-relation of an individual enrolled in a
Medicaid waiver component from receiving Medicaid payment for providing personal care
services covered under the waiver component. Family paid caregivers are essential for
maintaining the dignity and freedoms of individuals with disabilities.

Thank you for your time and commitment to serving Ohioans with disabilities. | am happy to
answer any questions.
Sincerely,

Guadalupe Bright



