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Chairwoman Gross and members of the House 
Medicaid Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this 
testimony. My name is Laura Sendelbach, and I am 
the mother of a 26-year-old son with profound 
special needs. He functions mentally at 
approximately the level of a 5-year-old child, has 
no impulse control, and cannot be left alone for 
even a moment. He requires 24/7 supervision and 
hands-on care for all aspects of daily living.



I never planned or expected to become a paid 
caregiver for my own child. Like most parents, I 
hoped he would grow into independence or that 
other qualified support would be available. But the 
reality is that there is no one else capable and 
willing to provide the consistent, knowledgeable 
care he needs. Strangers from agencies lack the 
deep, personal understanding of my son’s unique 
behaviors, triggers, and needs that only a parent 
can have. Hiring external caregivers would be 
unreliable and disruptive to his well-being.

Medicaid payments allow me to be his primary 
caregiver while meeting our family’s basic needs. 
Without this support, I would be forced to choose 
between quitting my ability to sustain our 
household and leaving my son without safe care. 
Institutional placement is not appropriate or 
humane for him—it would be far more expensive 
for the state and devastating for his quality of life.

The provisions in Substitute HB 795 that would 
prohibit family members from being paid for 



personal care services would directly harm families 
like mine. This is not about fraud in our case; our 
son’s needs are extensively documented by 
physicians, case managers, and the waiver system. 
Paid parent caregivers provide continuity, love, and 
expertise that cannot easily be replaced. Banning 
this option would lead to gaps in care, increased 
hospitalizations or crises, higher long-term costs 
to Medicaid through nursing home placements, 
and unnecessary suffering for some of Ohio’s most 
vulnerable residents.

I support reasonable efforts to combat actual fraud 
and improve program integrity. However, broad 
restrictions that eliminate reliable family caregivers 
will not achieve savings—they will shift burdens 
onto families and the state in far costlier ways. I 
urge you to remove or amend the language 
prohibiting paid family caregivers and to listen to 
the many families who have shared similar stories 
during these hearings.



Thank you for your time and consideration. I am 
happy to answer any questions or provide 
additional details about my son’s care needs.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Sendelbach

Sycamore, OH
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