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From: Donna (donnahsaul@yahoo.com)
To: donnahsaul@yahoo.com

Date: Saturday, June 6, 2026 at 11:21 PM EDT

Dear Chair Gross and Members of the Ohio House Medicaid Committee,

| write to you today as a deeply concerned citizen and parent, whose life, like so many others, is inextricably linked to the
well-being of individuals with profound developmental disabilities. My purpose is to address the profoundly unsettling
implications of recent testimony regarding the addendum to House Bill 795, which, if enacted, threatens to severely
undermine the critical support legitimate family caregivers provide.

My daughter, Elisabeth, now 32, embodies the complex and often invisible challenges faced by countless Ohio families.
Diagnosed at birth with conditions including abnormal brain development, polymicrogyra, optical atrophy, and macular
atrophy, her early years quickly revealed further obstacles: scoliosis, cholesteatoma, and pervasive developmental
delays across every domain. Our lives immediately shifted; | stepped away from a fulfilling, lifelong career in museum
programming, and my husband significantly reduced his work hours. These were not sacrifices, but rather necessary
commitments to ensure Elisabeth received the comprehensive, personalized care she deserved — care that traditional
educational and support systems were simply unable to accommodate. Her journey through Hamilton County
Developmental Disability Services' therapeutic programs, and her decades-long wait for, and eventual receipt of, waivers
(starting with Level 1 at 22 and then the I/O waiver at 28) underscores the persistent struggle to access adequate
support. Discovering at age 10 that her unique constellation of challenges stemmed from a rare spontaneous mutation,
DDX3X, only affirmed the extraordinary nature of her needs.

It is against this backdrop of lifelong dedication and intimate understanding of complex care that | express profound
dismay at the narrative emerging in support of the HB 795 addendum. The implication that legitimate family care
providers within the Ohio Individual Service Plan (OISP) waiver system are somehow complicit in, or even a primary
target for, fraudulent activities is not only deeply misguided but actively harmful. It is imperative that this committee
rigorously differentiate between the systemic, large-scale fraudulent activities that plague some segments of Medicaid
programs and the transparent, meticulously documented services rendered by dedicated family caregivers. To conflate
these two vastly different scenarios is not only a misdirection of justice but a profound disservice to the very individuals
this system is designed to protect.

Unlike the opaque systems susceptible to widespread abuse, services provided under the OISP by family members are
characterized by stringent accountability, meticulous documentation, and continuous oversight. Every hour, every
service, every support is tracked, verified, and essential. To imply that these guardians of care are somehow a primary
source of fraud is not only factually inaccurate but deeply offensive to those of us who have dedicated our lives to this
work. This misdirected focus risks diverting vital attention and resources away from the true perpetrators of fraud,
allowing genuine malfeasance to continue unchecked while penalizing those who are providing critical, irreplaceable
care.

For individuals like Elisabeth, whose needs are so complex and unique, institutional settings such as Intermediate Care
Facilities (ICFs) are not merely suboptimal; they are often entirely inadequate and potentially detrimental. Her flourishing
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— her very safety and ability to engage meaningfully with the world — hinges upon the uninterrupted, highly individualized
care provided within the sanctuary of our home. My husband’s role as a paid family provider is not a matter of
convenience or choice; it is an absolute exigency, born from decades of lived experience and an intimate understanding
of Elisabeth’s intricate requirements. He provides the specialized care, consistent presence, and profound emotional
support that no external provider, however well-intentioned, could replicate.

Many of us in the advocacy community have historically stood united through challenging legislative periods, including
intense debates surrounding ICF closures. It is therefore profoundly disheartening to witness an addendum to HB 795
that appears to specifically disadvantage paid family providers, especially when these providers have not been
implicated in the widespread fraudulent activities making headlines. This proposed measure risks fragmenting our
shared purpose: to ensure every Ohioan with a developmental disability can live a dignified, purposeful, and meaningful
life within their community.

| implore you, Chair Gross and Members of the Ohio House Medicaid Committee, to thoroughly reflect on the far-
reaching and potentially devastating consequences of the proposed addendum to HB 795. Do not inadvertently punish
the unwavering dedication of legitimate family caregivers. Instead, | urge you to uphold policies that recognize and
support the invaluable role these individuals play in our state's care infrastructure, distinguishing their essential
contributions from genuine fraud, and ensuring that our most vulnerable citizens continue to receive the care they so
desperately need and deserve.

Sincerely,
Donna Saul
491 Deanview Drive

Cincinnati OH 45224

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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