Linda Crane
Grandparent of child receiving paid care from family
Opponent of HB795 Shield Act

Thank you Chairman Gross, Vice Chairman Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and
Members of the House Medicaid Committee for the opportunity to provide written
testimony in opposition of HB 795 Shield Act. My name is Linda Crane, the grandmother of
a 9-year-old disabled child. Her mother is a paid parent caregiver.

Here is a glimpse of what caring for a disabled child looks like:

e The parents take turns sleeping every other night
(Think about it not being your turn to sleep)

e The mother, with a graduate degree, is now a stay-at-home paid caregiver while the
dream of two professional incomes is unrealized

e The father works at a “real job” but too often has to choose between working and
leaving to deal with a family emergency

e My granddaughter has a feeding tube. She is, finally, gaining weight. It is becoming
more and more difficult to lift her. Her mother has injuries from lifting her that
require surgery. There is no good time for a caregiver to be cared for.

e Daily tasks always involve scheduling and traveling to medical and therapy
appointments

e Their“village” is small and aging. It is becoming harder for us to help in any
meaningful way. We will soon transition from helping them to needing their help.

What is never spoken:

Someday residential placement (at significant cost to the state) may become unavoidable.
It may become impossible to provide in-home lifelong care for this precious life. She is
loved. We all want her to be cared for in her home.

There needs to be help for families struggling with the many burdens, financial and
physical, that families of disabled people must cope with.

Beyond funding, if our lawmakers could show a bit of concern and regard for this
population it would be appreciated. Being portrayed as grifting fraudsters is painful and
inaccurate.

We agree that there is fraud that must be investigated and prosecuted, but it seems that all
of the safety nets for those that legitimately need help are being eliminated.



The impact and tone of this bill do not align with “every life is precious, abortion isn’t the
answer”.

| strongly oppose the elimination of paid family caregivers.

Your vote will have significant impact on a vulnerable population of Ohio citizens.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Linda Crane, age 79

Hilliard, Ohio



