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Chairperson Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House 
Medicaid Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on the substitute version of House 
Bill 795, the SHIELD Act. My name is Nicole Creech Cassidy, and I am here today as a mother 
to advocate for my daughter, who relies on an Ohio Medicaid waiver to survive safely in our 
home. 

While I fully support rooting out organized, commercial Medicaid provider fraud, the substitute 
amendment to completely ban paid family caregiving is an incredibly dangerous overreach. It 
misidentifies the source of fraud and severely punishes the very families who are propping up 
Ohio’s failing care infrastructure. 

My daughter lives with a complex combination of medical and behavioral diagnoses: autism, 
ADHD, OCD, severe anxiety, and PANDAS/PANS. She also faces a high risk of elopement. 
Caring for her requires specialized knowledge, deep trust, and constant vigilance. A flare-up of 
her PANDAS/PANS or an acute spike in her OCD cannot be handled by an untrained stranger. 
Yet, because of the catastrophic, ongoing shortage of Direct Support Professionals (DSPs) in 
our state, external home care agencies have repeatedly failed to staff her authorized waiver 
hours. 

Our family members stepped up, went through the state's rigorous vetting, and became certified 
providers to give her the respite care she legally qualifies for. They do not do this for extra 
income; they do it because there is literally no one else available to keep my child safe. 

If this committee passes a blanket ban on paid family caregiving, you will not be "safeguarding 
integrity." You will be stripping away the only safety net my daughter has left. This bill forces a 
cruel mathematical impossibility onto parents: we cannot find agency staff, we are banned from 
paying qualified family members, yet our children still require 24/7 specialized care. 

Data from the Health Policy Institute of Ohio (HPIO) and AARP shows that paid family 
caregiving directly reduces unnecessary hospitalizations and prevents costly institutionalization. 
Forcing children into institutional settings because their families can no longer afford to provide 
around-the-clock care will cost Ohio taxpayers drastically more than supporting dedicated 
families who want to keep their children at home. 
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Furthermore, family caregivers are already subject to Electronic Visit Verification (EVV) tracking. 
We are not hiding in the shadows; we are complying with the state's logging systems. If 
individual bad actors are committing fraud, target them. Do not pass a sweeping ban that makes 
Ohio the most restrictive state in the nation for disabled families. 

Please do not let a rush to pass legislation cause collateral damage to Ohio's special needs 
community. I urge you to remove the family caregiver ban from House Bill 795 and work with 
actual families to target commercial fraud without destroying our lives. 

Thank you, and I am open to any questions you may have. 

 


