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Chair Gross and Members of the CommiƩee, 
 
My name is Kimberlee Forbes 
 
I am the mother of a daughter with developmental disabiliƟes. 
 
For decades, every major decision I have made as a parent has been guided by one quesƟon: 
 
"What will happen to my daughter when I am no longer here?" 
 
Most parents eventually watch their children become independent. 
 
Most parents spend their later years knowing their children will build lives of their own. 
 
Parents of children with significant disabiliƟes live with a different reality. 
 
We spend our lives wondering who will protect our children aŌer we are gone. 
 
Who will understand them. 
 
Who will advocate for them. 
 
Who will love them enough to make sure they are safe. 
 
That fear never leaves you. 
 
Not when they are five. 
 
Not when they are twenty-five. 
 
Not when they are fiŌy. 
 
My daughter has spent her enƟre life depending on others to help meet her needs. 
 
Over the years, I have learned that Ɵtles and licenses do not guarantee safety. 
 
Systems do not guarantee safety. 
 
Agencies do not guarantee safety. 
 
Government oversight does not guarantee safety. 
 
People do. 
 
Families do. 
 
The people who know and love an individual are oŌen the first to noƟce when something is wrong and 
the last people willing to give up when everyone else has moved on. 
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Our family learned that lesson the hard way. 
 
Years ago, we found ourselves desperately trying to get people to listen to concerns about our daughter's 
care. 
 
We trusted the system. 
 
We trusted the oversight process. 
 
We trusted that if something was wrong, someone would step in and help. 
 
Instead, we learned that families are oŌen leŌ to fight those baƩles alone. 
 
Today, my daughter conƟnues to receive support from people who know her, understand her, and 
genuinely care about her well-being. 
 
That stability did not happen by accident. 
 
It happened because family members stepped forward when they were needed. 
 
That is why SecƟon 5166.04(M) is so alarming to me. 
 
When I read that Ohio may prohibit payment for family members providing care to waiver recipients, I 
immediately thought about the thousands of families across this state who have spent years filling the 
gaps leŌ by a shortage of providers, a shortage of workers, and a shortage of resources. 
 
I thought about aging parents. 
 
I thought about siblings. 
 
I thought about spouses. 
 
I thought about grandparents. 
 
I thought about the countless family members who quietly do this work every day because they love 
someone and because there is oŌen nobody else available to do it. 
 
I am not here to defend fraud. 
 
Anyone who steals from taxpayers or exploits vulnerable people should be invesƟgated and held 
accountable. 
 
But I cannot understand why the response to allegaƟons of fraud would be to remove family members 
who have devoted their lives to caring for the people they love. 
 
As a mother, I find myself asking quesƟons that nobody seems willing to answer. 
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If family caregivers are removed, who will replace them? 
 
If there are not enough workers today, where will those workers suddenly come from tomorrow? 
 
If a family member can no longer provide care, what happens to the individual who depends upon 
them? 
 
What happens when there is nobody available? 
 
What happens to the people who simply cannot be leŌ alone? 
 
These are not policy quesƟons for families like mine. 
 
These are life quesƟons. 
 
Safety quesƟons. 
 
Future quesƟons. 
 
As I grow older, I worry less about myself and more about what will happen to my daughter aŌer I am 
gone. 
 
The greatest comfort a parent like me can have is knowing that there are people who love her and will 
conƟnue protecƟng her. 
 
SecƟon 5166.04(M) threatens that security for thousands of Ohio families. 
 
I respecƞully ask you to think beyond budgets, billing codes, and policy language. 
 
Think about the mothers who have spent decades caring for children with disabiliƟes. 
 
Think about the families who have rearranged their enƟre lives to keep a loved one safe. 
 
Think about the people who depend on those caregivers every single day. 
 
And before you vote, ask yourself one quesƟon: 
 
If this were your child, would you want the government making it harder for the people who love them 
most to care for them? 
 
Thank you for your Ɵme and consideraƟon. 
 


