
Good morning. I am asking for support for an amendment that continues the 

inclusion of Structured Family Caregiving, or SFC, as an authorized Ohio 

Medicaid home and community-based services waiver option. 

This amendment matters because SFC sits at the intersection of three public priorities: keeping 

people in home and community settings, supporting family and household caregivers, and 

preserving a lower-cost service option within the Medicaid waiver structure. 

That distinction is important. The question before us is not whether family caregiving should 

exist. It already exists every day across Ohio. The question is whether Ohio Medicaid should 

keep a structured, accountable pathway that recognizes that care, supports it, and monitors it. 

Under Ohio’s current structure, SFC is not simply an informal caregiving arrangement. It is a 

defined waiver service. It applies when an eligible adult lives with a caregiver and needs daily 

support with personal care, household tasks, independence, and community integration. The 

provider is responsible for training, coaching, monitoring, documentation, and professional 

support. It is not simply doing household chores and cooking a meal. 

The rate data supports continuing SFC. 

Ohio’s current full-day SFC rate is $102.68 per day. Compared with other day-based waiver 

services, SFC is the lowest listed full-day option. Adult day health center is $106.26 per day, 

which is 3.5% higher than SFC. Out-of-home respite is $199.82 per day, which is 94.6% higher 

than SFC. 

Looking at it from the savings side, SFC is 3.4% lower than adult day health and 48.6% lower 

than out-of-home respite. Compared with the simple average of the three full-day rates, SFC is 

about 24.6% lower. 

Those percentages matter because waiver programs must balance access, quality, and cost. SFC 

helps preserve all three. It keeps support in the home. It gives caregivers structure. And it does so 

at a daily rate below the comparable full-day service average. 

The annualized comparison is also useful. At $102.68 per day, SFC equals about $37,478 per 

participant-year if used every day. Adult day health center at $106.26 per day equals about 

$38,785 per year. Out-of-home respite at $199.82 per day equals about $72,934 per year. That 

means SFC is approximately $1,307 less per person per year than adult day health and 

approximately $35,456 less per person per year than out-of-home respite. When multiplied by 

the estimated 7,000 persons affected by the amendment these savings equals $9,149,000 and 

$24,812,000 respectively. 

This is exactly the type of service design Medicaid should preserve: a lower-cost option with 

defined eligibility, service planning, caregiver training, professional oversight, and 

documentation. 

 



SFC also supports continuity.  

Many individuals receiving home and community-based services rely on familiar caregivers who 

understand their routines, communication needs, medical risks, behavioral patterns, and personal 

preferences. Removing SFC would not remove those care needs. It would simply push families 

and case managers toward other service arrangements, which may be more expensive, less 

familiar, or harder to staff. 

That is especially important in the current direct-care workforce environment. Ohio, like many 

states, faces pressure in recruiting and retaining direct-care workers. SFC does not replace all 

other waiver services, but it gives the system one more structured option when a household 

caregiver is available, appropriate, trained, and supported. If the estimated 7000 were forced into 

other care options the current overstrained direct care system could not accommodate them. 

Especially with the current 6 month moratoriums in place regarding new certifications 

The amendment should therefore preserve SFC as an authorized covered service, reimbursed 

under S5136 at the applicable daily, half-day, and group-rate Medicaid maximums, and subject 

to the existing person-centered planning, caregiver training, professional coaching, monitoring, 

and documentation requirements. 

Continuing SFC is a practical amendment.  

It protects access to home-based care, maintains oversight, recognizes the role of family and 

household caregivers, and preserves one of the lowest full-day HCBS rate options currently 

available in the Ohio waiver rate structure. 

With the current budget cost cutting emphasis it is strange that the noticeably lower cost option 

for family caregiving is in danger of being removed. With a demonstrable savings of between 9-

24 million dollars a year, that will go to commercial concerns if discontinued, does not make 

sense for serving constituents. However I am sure that our elected officials will not act against 

public interests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chart 1: SFC is the lowest full-day option 

Ohio full-day HCBS waiver rates 

Structured family caregiving is the lowest daily rate among the comparable day-based waiver 

services. 
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Calculated from Ohio Administrative Code 5160-46-06 rate table. 

Service Daily rate % of SFC rate % higher than SFC 

Structured family caregiving $102.68 100.0% 0.0% 

Adult day health center $106.26 103.5% 3.5% 

Out-of-home respite $199.82 194.6% 94.6% 

 

 

 

 

Chart 2: SFC produces measurable rate savings 

Percent savings when SFC is used as the lower-cost full-day option 

SFC is 3.4% lower than adult day health and 48.6% lower than out-of-home respite. 
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Savings calculated against each comparison service's Medicaid maximum daily rate. 

Comparison 
SFC daily 

rate 

Comparison 

rate 

Dollar 

difference 

% 

savings 

SFC vs. adult day health center $102.68 $106.26 $3.58/day 3.4% 

SFC vs. out-of-home respite $102.68 $199.82 $97.14/day 48.6% 

SFC vs. average of three full-day 

rates 
$102.68 $136.25 $33.57/day 24.6% 



Chart 3: Group-rate structure reduces SFC cost by 25% 

Structured family caregiving daily rate: regular vs. group rate 

Ohio's group-rate methodology pays 75% of the Medicaid maximum rate for eligible group 

settings. 
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Group rate estimated as 75% of the $102.68 SFC daily rate. 

SFC rate type Daily rate % of regular SFC rate % reduction 

Regular SFC daily rate $102.68 100.0% 0.0% 

Group SFC daily rate $77.01 75.0% 25.0% 

 


