
My name is Jennifer Dietsch and I live in Fairborn. My son is 17 and has spastic quadriplegic 
cerebral palsy. He is full care in all aspects of life. He’s nonverbal, cannot sit, stand or walk and 
has to be hand fed. He also loves to be very active and use his gait trainer to go shopping and 
hiking, loves his adapted bike and being outside. 


I was the marketing and PR director at a college and my mom cared for my son until he got too 
big for her to lift easily. Daycares wouldn’t accept him unless I also hired a a caregiver to go 
with him. The special needs daycare told me it would be free to enroll him in school at age 
three and didn’t want him. The school’s preschool meeting was a disaster and they did not 
instill confidence they could care for him. (Later, the teacher who he would have had left after 
her second abuse claim, went to another district and was fired for abuse.)


I had to leave my career and immediately cut our income in half. We didn’t qualify for Medicaid 
and the waiver list was long so we drained our savings. If my parents had not helped us we 
would have lost our house. He finally got a waiver when we were close to having nothing in 
savings. The Medicaid relieved a lot of medical bills because we had a back up for our private 
insurance. We were no longer in crisis, but saving anything was very hard. 


I’ve been out of the work force for 12 years. After Covid, parents of minors on his waiver could 
become paid caregivers if they met all of the requirements. That program has been life 
changing and my son has more experiences because we have some extra money to pay for 
them. He will be 18 in February and an adult who is completely dependent on someone else for 
care.


The state mandates I post my job every six months and we never have anyone legitimate 
apply. I could probably find someone to just sit here with him and render him homebound and 
miss out on all of the therapy integration into his day that I provide. And most importantly, he 
wants me to be with him. 


We had three fairly new agencies apply for my job. One replied in broken English they would be 
honored to clean his apartment. He’s a minor, doesn’t have an apartment and the job 
description didn’t mention cleaning. Another one didn’t have a working phone number and the 
third was owned by a man who ran multiple home health agencies, a cleaning company and a 
party staffing service out of a rental property that’s often listed as available on Zillow. 


My neighbor hired one of these agencies that are solely new to the county workers from Africa. 
Most of them barely spoke English, didn’t know how to operate a microwave or other common 
American household appliances and they were showing up for a 12 hour shift after working 
shifts at other homes and would fall asleep. She fired the agency and hired another. To her 
surprise, the same workers showed up. 


There are not adequate home care workers available right now, much less if thousands of 
families need to hire at once. There are not group homes and facilities waiting to admit 
thousands of new clients. It appears that HB 795 plans to gut the DD system without any plans 
for the thousands of families in it. 


People with disabilities deserve a provider of their choosing and to live where they want. 
Banning family care givers will take away this right from thousands of Ohioans. 


Please do not remove family caregivers from Medicaid waivers. It will throw thousands of 
families into crisis and will put an immediate strain on other social service programs not 
currently being used by most family caregivers. 




There appears to be no plan for fast hiring and training of thousands of agency workers, 
ensuring agencies can expand and onboard lots of new staff quickly, the DD’s abuser registry 
is already out of date and useless, none of the sketchy agencies that applied for my job had 
been audited by Medicaid to research if they had infractions, other programs such as SNAP 
cannot deal with thousands of new applications and the county DD boards don’t have the 
staffing to help thousands of families look for new caregivers or placements into a facility. 


The source of the Medicaid fraud seems clear from reports I’ve seen and it’s not family 
caregivers. A lot of it appears to be from agencies, which is where a family ban will push 
clients. That doesn’t make sense to me. 


Please vote to protect vulnerable Ohioans and keep family caregivers as an option. 


Thank you,

Jennifer Dietsch 

1452 Vanderlyn Court 

Fairborn, OH 45324

(937) 371-5876


