WRITTEN TESTIMONY

Ohio House Medicaid Committee

H.B. 795 — Enact SHIELD Act (Substitute Bill)
Hearing Date: Monday, June 8, 2026

To Chair Jennifer Gross and Members of the Ohio House Medicaid Committee:

My name is Krista McConnon, and | am writing in opposition to the substitute bill proposed under
H.B. 795 that would eliminate family members as paid Medicaid providers.

| am the mother/ guardian of Evan Platsky my 20 year-old son who has ID, profound autism,
catatonia, epilepsy, chronic insomnia, anxiety, depression, incontinence, self injurious behavior, is
non verbal and requires 24-hour supervision, personal care which includes medication
administration, preparing all meals, dressing him and changing pull ups, bathing and all hygiene
needs, behavior support, assisting him use of an AAC device to help initiate communication and
wants and needs.

| am currently his paid caregiver through Ohio’s Medicaid IO Waiver. Without this arrangement:

- There is no qualified provider available who knows Evan's needs, routines, communication, and
behaviors the way | do.

- Forcing a transition to an agency or outside provider would cause Evan serious (emotional/
physical/behavioral) harm.

- | would be forced to place my loved one in an institution— at a far greater cost to Ohio Medicaid
than home-based family care.

Family caregivers are not a convenience. We are a critical, cost-effective, irreplaceable part of
Ohio's long-term care system. Removing us does not save money — it dismantles the most stable

care model available to our loved ones.

| urge this committee to reject the substitute bill language that eliminates family members as paid
providers and to protect the right of Ohio families to care for their own.

This testimony is: WRITTEN ONLY

Respectfully submitted,



Krista McConnon
North Ridgeville, OH

| am the mother and legal guardian /[ primary caregiver of Evan, who receives services through
Ohio’s IO waiver administered by the Lorain County Board of Developmental Disabilities.



