Opponent Testimony on HB 795

Chairperson Gross, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Brewer, and members of the House Medicaid Committee,

My name is Dalenna Braine. I am an Independent Provider, Co-Executive Director of A Place 2B Me, and a Direct Support
Professional who has spent more than 16 years supporting individuals with developmental disabilities and their families throughout
Ohio.

Summary

[ respectfully oppose HB 795.

As an Independent Provider since 2021 and Co-Executive Director of A Place 2B Mg, I see Ohio’s provider shortage firsthand.
Families contact me weekly seeking services, yet there are not enough providers to meet the need. Fraud should be addressed
through meaningful oversight and compliance, not by creating additional barriers that reduce access to care. I respectfully urge the

committee to reject HB 795.

I am unable to testify in person because I will be providing direct support services to individuals with disabilities during the hearing.

I respectfully request that my written testimony be entered into the official record.

People with disabilities should never become a political issue. Regardless of political affiliation, Ohioans with disabilities deserve
access to services, dignity, privacy, and opportunities to fully participate in their communities. The individuals we support are our

neighbors, friends, family members, and fellow citizens. They deserve thoughtful policy decisions based on facts, not fear.

Throughout my career, I have seen challenges within the Medicaid system. I am well aware that fraud exists and that unethical
individuals sometimes take advantage of the system. Fraud should be investigated, prosecuted, and prevented. However, HB 795
places additional burdens on providers and recipients while failing to address what I believe are some of the system’'s most

significant existing weaknesses.

As someone who has been a Medicaid Independent Provider since 2021, I have never received a compliance review. If program
integrity is truly the concern, that should concern every member of this committee. Ohio should invest in meaningful oversight,
provider education, compliance reviews, and accountability measures rather than broad requirements that affect every provider

regardless of their history or performance.

I can tell you from firsthand experience that Ohio already faces a severe provider shortage. Families regularly struggle to find

qualified providers. Individuals go without services because there are simply not enough people available to support them.

In 16 years of doing this work, I have never once had a family tell me they had too many providers to choose from. What [ hear



every day is that they cannot find enough.

As an Independent Provider, [ receive calls, messages, and referrals on a weekly basis from individuals and families seeking services.
Unfortunately, I am only one person. There are many individuals [ simply cannot serve because my capacity is limited. These
families are not calling because there are too many providers in Ohio. They are calling because they are struggling to find providers

who are available, qualified, and willing to take on additional services.

My nonprofit organization, A Place 2B Me, recently applied to become a Medicaid agency provider in order to help address that
shortage and expand services to individuals who continue to request support. We followed the state’s requirements, invested
significant resources, and incurred substantial expenses in preparation for approval. These expenses included rent, workers'

compensation insurance, liability insurance, administrative costs, staff preparation, and application fees.

Our application was ultimately returned due to the provider moratorium.

The state did not stop fraud by returning our application. It stopped services from reaching people who were already waiting for
support. The individuals who contacted us seeking services did nothing wrong. The families searching for providers did nothing

wrong. Yet they are the ones experiencing the consequences.

To date, we have not been reimbursed for the fees paid during the application process. The state had no problem accepting our
money, yet organizations like ours are left absorbing those losses. As a nonprofit organization, those dollars are not profits—they
are donations, grants, fundraising proceeds, and community investments entrusted to us by supporters who believed in our

mission. Every dollar lost is a dollar that cannot be used to support the people we serve.

[ am also concerned about the many applicants across Ohio who were already approved or waiting for Medicaid provider numbers
when the moratorium was implemented. These individuals and organizations invested time, money, training, and resources in
good faith. Ohio cannot claim to be addressing service shortages while simultaneously removing willing providers from the

workforce pipeline.

The biometric verification requirements proposed in HB 795, including fingerprint, facial recognition, voice recognition, and
expanded tracking measures, raise serious concerns regarding privacy, dignity, and trust. The homes of Ohioans receiving services

should not become surveillance zones simply because they receive Medicaid-funded services.

Every new administrative burden placed on providers is time taken away from direct care. Every additional hurdle discourages

qualified people from entering a field that is already experiencing workforce shortages.

The individuals I support do not need more barriers. They need more opportunities, more providers, more community supports,

and more access to services.

Ohio already has laws, investigative agencies, compliance processes, and criminal penalties available to address fraud. What is



lacking is consistent oversight and enforcement. As someone who has provided Medicaid services since 2021 without ever
receiving a compliance review, [ believe strengthening those existing systems would be far more effective than creating new

barriers for providers and recipients who are following the rules.

I respectfully ask this committee to reject HB 795 and instead pursue solutions that strengthen oversight while preserving access to

care, protecting privacy, and addressing Ohio's ongoing provider workforce crisis.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

Dalenna Braine
Independent Provider
Co-Executive Director, A Place 2B Me

Parma, Ohio



