Opponent Testimony on the June 3 Amendment to
Substitute House Bill 795

Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House Medicaid
Committee:

My name is Connie Fraley, and | respectfully oppose the June 3 amendment to Substitute House
Bill 795.

| support efforts to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse. However, this legislation will harm people with
disabilities and older adults who depend on home and community-based services to survive.

As a social worker involved in chronic care management, | work with patients every day who cannot
get out of bed without assistance. Many require help with bathing, dressing, toileting, eating,
medication management, and other basic daily needs. Without caregivers, they cannot safely
remain in their homes.

Family caregivers are often the only people willing and available to provide this level of care. Ohio
already faces a severe shortage of direct care workers. If family members are prevented from
providing paid care, many individuals will lose the support they depend on and will be forced into
nursing facilities or other institutions against their wishes.

Many of these individuals do not want institutional care, and for good reason. People with significant
disabilities often receive more individualized attention and better quality of life when cared for at
home by family members who know their needs and are committed to their well-being.

The answer to fraud is to identify and punish those committing fraud—not to make it harder for
vulnerable Ohioans to receive the care they need. The vast majority of people receiving these
services are not committing fraud and should not be punished for the actions of a few bad actors.

| respectfully urge the committee to reject the June 3 amendment to Substitute House Bill 795.
Thank you for your consideration.

Connie Fraley
Waynesville, Ohio



