Dear Representative,

I am writing to urge you to oppose any legislation that would reduce or eliminate paid family
caregiving services.

A little over a year ago, my mother suffered a massive stroke that left her paralyzed on her
entire right side. She lost the use of her right arm and leg and now requires assistance with
almost all daily activities, including mobility, bathing, dressing, toileting, and changing adult
diapers. In an instant, our family's entire life changed.

Initially, my father became her primary caregiver. However, as my mother's needs increased, |
stepped in after watching him struggle to balance her care with the demands of running the dog
grooming business he owns. Before my mother's stroke, | was the primary groomer and handled
much of the day to day operations, including grooming, scheduling appointments,
communicating with clients, and managing our phones. Since taking on caregiving
responsibilities, | have had to step away from much of that work to help care for my mother.

The impact has been significant. Every hour spent helping my mother is time away from serving
clients, grooming dogs, returning calls, scheduling appointments, and helping keep the business
running smoothly. We have fallen further behind, lost income, and watched a business we spent
seven years building struggle under circumstances beyond our control.

The financial impact on our family has been overwhelming. We are already struggling because
of the challenges that came with my mother's stroke. We are doing everything we can to keep
our heads above water, but | honestly do not know how much longer we can hold on before we
lose everything we have worked so hard to build.

Paid family caregiving is not a luxury. It is a lifeline. It recognizes the tremendous amount of
work family caregivers provide every day and helps families avoid financial collapse while
ensuring loved ones can remain in their homes with the people who care about them most.

Taking away this support would place an even greater burden on families already facing some
of the hardest moments of their lives. No family should be forced to choose between caring for a
parent who survived a devastating stroke and maintaining the financial stability needed to
survive.

Please remember that behind every policy decision are real people. My mother is not a statistic.
She is a wife, a mother, and a grandmother. Our family is doing everything we can to care for
her while fighting to save the small business we have spent seven years building. Families like
ours need support, compassion, and understanding and not additional obstacles.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,



Christina Ellis
(740)602-2711



