
To Ohio House of Representatives,

My name is Owen Stamler. I am a family member to Avery my Autistic sister, and public 
servant. I am speaking today to oppose HB 795. My intent is to shed some light to legislators 
who are deciding my future today. 

I began my personal career working in the developmental disabilities community before I was 
born. My older sister has autism and shaped who I am. I learned to run before I learned to walk 
to protect myself. My first word was “no” modeling the structure my sister needed in our home. I 
have spent 28 years in a family structure that centers my sisters disability. There is no better 
care taker for her than my family. We are experts with a lifetime of experience to support her 
exact needs. 

Outside of my family, I started my professional career as an independent provider for the 
department of developmental disabilities. I cared for a family of three autistic young adults 
transitioning out of high school. Out of this work experience became a life long second family. 
Their mother is with me here today. I became a better caretaker to my sister by this experience. 

I finished my college degree in special education. After a short time teaching, I transitioned my 
career into public service. I am a case manager for adults with developmental disabilities at a 
county board. I spend many years with my own caseload of 30-100 adults ranging with different 
needs, ages, and funding sources. At the core of each case is a family supporting the individual. 
Whether chosen family or of blood relation. 

Each case we are taught by the Ohio department of Medicaid and Ohio department of 
developmental disabilities to educate the individual on their rights, their freedom to choose with 
a person centered approach. Meaning the person is at the core of their services. House Bill 795 
is proposed to remove that choice, those rights, and the approach of being person centered. 
Many disabled people exercise their rights to choose their provider. As a case manager we 
honor this right for our clients. Today you are voting on removing the right they have to choose a 
family member to provide this service. 

From a fiscal perspective, it is in the best interest of the person to choose their family to provide 
their services. It creates better outcomes for the individual. They are healthier and happier. It is 
much cheaper for Medicaid and Ohioans tax dollars to have individuals aging in place in their 
family homes compared to the cost of a facility or group home. 

In the last few years of my public service I worked on a grant given to the department of 
developmental disabilities by Governor Mike DeWine. This grant was called the Technology 
Innovations grant. I pioneered the grant in my county and reported my findings directly to the 
department. I am nominated for an innovation award at our agency picnic this Friday. One of the 
driving forces of this grant was the opportunities technology has to help a person become more 
independent. In some cases eliminating the need for in person caregiving at all. When disabled 
people are given the tools to become independent, they have the best outcomes. I have 



coordinated the success stories the department dreams of. A person starting in their family 
home, using technology to transition into living independently. Their costs to Medicaid 
decreasing as they learn the tools they need to live independently in our community. 

A large part of my job is to oversee the Medicaid services we authorize. Each day we document, 
plan, and coordinate for each person we serve. If there are instances of fraud, there are 
systems in place to track, assess, and hold those people accountable. This approach to accuse 
the families of committing this fraud is not only inaccurate but it is weak. These families 
supporting themselves is not the issue. They only have the best interest of the persons success. 
I am not naive. I know fraud exists. Instead, fund and support the systems that already exist to 
track and catch the agencies and providers who are doing this. Not attacking the families. 

Today I ask you to think of the Averys and Owen’s in your community. Think of Avery’s rights to 
choose her provider and the person centered approach your are dismantling. As a public 
servant, this bill is hypocritical of the existing department of Medicaid and department of 
Ohioans with developmental disabilities system to support and protect our clients rights and 
choices. Think of the thousands of Ohioans with Developmental Disabilities and their families 
that this will effect. Vote to oppose this bill and look to the systems in place to enact the fraud 
detection you are seeking. 


