Dear Medicaid Committee Members,

I am writing to express my deep concern with any bill or provision (such as HB795) that
targets individuals who receive home & community-based services. Cuts to these waiver
programs will devastate thousands of families and risk the lives of vulnerable individuals. |
ask that this letter be entered into public testimony.

My daughter, Allison, is a 20-year old with Propionic Acidemia, Ulcerative Colitis, Scoliosis,
Intellectual Disabilities, Optic Atrophy, and Autism. She requires constant care. She needs
help with hygiene, dressing, incontinence care, g-tube feedings & medications, and every
aspect of her life. She cannot be left alone. We have struggled to find help caring for her
due to a severe shortage of waiver aides, as well as agencies that simply aren’t reliable.

Parents of those with disabilities have a higher divorce rate, and struggle to keep their jobs
while juggling all the appointments and caregiving responsibilities.

By all means, go after fraud. But please do NOT punish those who are doing the right thing.
If, after all the testimony, you still feel that family members should not get paid through
waiver funding, | invite you to come and spend a day with me and Allison.

Sincerely,

Michelle Ellis



