Fraud runs rampant in our society, and | fully
support stricter penalties for those convicted of
fraud. | am also not opposed to stronger
regulations, oversight, and monitoring of
caregivers.

What | cannot support is the elimination of an
entire class of loving, dedicated caregivers. We
cannot punish all for the sins of a few.

My husband and | have cared for my brother-in-
law for the past nine years. We have only been
compensated for the last two years. This
program has allowed us to focus on his care
without causing severe financial hardship to our
family.

My brother-in-law, Donnie, will turn 67 on July 11.
He suffered brain damage at birth and requires
around-the-clock care. He needs assistance with
every aspect of daily living, including dressing,
bathing, medication management, meal
preparation, and personal safety. He cannot be



left alone.

Our days and our lives are dedicated to his care.
My husband is a licensed Direct Support
Professional (DSP) who has completed
specialized training and certification to better
meet Donnie's needs.

Today, we are also helping him fight Stage IV
prostate cancer. He receives regular infusions,
injections, and physical therapy. We accompany
him to appointments and remain with him
throughout his treatments. Donnie does not
adapt well to unfamiliar people, and changes in
caregivers cause him significant anxiety.
Donnie is not very verbal, but several times each
day he asks, "You're not going anywhere, are
you?"

He has always lived in a loving family
environment—first with his parents, and now
with us. He has lost both of his parents. He does
not fully understand what happened; he only



knows they disappeared from his life. He
constantly seeks reassurance that we will not
disappear too.

| have no doubt that if Donnie were placed in a
nursing facility, both his physical and mental
health would decline rapidly. The familiarity,
consistency, and love he receives at home
cannot be replaced.

For approximately half the cost of institutional
care, shared living and family caregiver
programs allow individuals like Donnie to remain
where they are safest, happiest, and most loved.
Please do not take that option away from
families like ours.

Addendum

| appreciate that the committee proposed
amending the bill to remove the ban on family
caregivers. That change recognizes the vital role



families play in caring for loved ones with
disabilities. | still encourage lawmakers to focus
on fraud prevention through oversight,
monitoring, and penalties for those who abuse
the system, rather than policies that would
punish legitimate caregivers who provide
essential care every day.



