Good afternoon, Chair and members of the committee.

My name is Lisa Morrison. My husband and I are the parents of three adult children with autism.
For more than three decades, we have walked alongside our children as they have grown,
learned, overcome challenges, and built meaningful lives within their community.

I am here today to express my concern regarding language in HB 795 that would require prior
authorization determinations for personal care services to provide only the minimum amount of
service time necessary to safely address an individual's documented functional limitations and
support needs.

As a parent, [ understand the importance of health and safety. Safety is essential. But safety
alone is not enough.

My children need more than a life that simply keeps them safe. They deserve opportunities to
build friendships, participate in their communities, develop skills, experience joy, and live lives
filled with purpose and belonging.

I worry that this language changes the philosophy of disability services from helping people live
meaningful lives to helping them merely survive.

When we talk about the "minimum" amount of service necessary, we have to ask ourselves:
What kind of life are we envisioning for people with disabilities?

Is it enough that they are fed and supervised?

Or do we believe they should have opportunities to learn, contribute, volunteer, work, socialize,
and experience the same sense of connection and fulfillment that all of us want for ourselves and
our loved ones?

As the founder of a nonprofit organization that provides social opportunities and joyful
experiences for people living with developmental differences, I have seen firsthand the impact
that meaningful supports can have. I have watched individuals who were isolated develop lasting
friendships. I have seen people gain confidence, improve communication skills, learn to navigate
their communities, and discover their own strengths and abilities.

These outcomes do not happen by accident. They happen because people receive supports that
go beyond the minimum necessary to keep them safe.

Research has consistently shown that social connection, community engagement, and purposeful
activity contribute to better physical health, better mental health, and improved quality of life.
Conversely, isolation and lack of meaningful engagement are associated with poorer health
outcomes and increased long-term costs.



If services are reduced to the minimum necessary for safety, we risk increasing loneliness,
depression, anxiety, loss of skills, and dependence. Ultimately, those outcomes may cost
Medicaid far more than the supports being provided today.

People with disabilities deserve the same things we all want for ourselves and our families:
meaningful relationships, opportunities to grow, opportunities to contribute, and opportunities to
experience joy.

I respectfully ask this committee to reconsider language that prioritizes only the minimum level
of support necessary for safety. Instead, I encourage you to preserve a system that recognizes the
full humanity, dignity, and potential of people with disabilities.

My children are not defined by their diagnoses. They are individuals with dreams, talents,
personalities, and the desire to belong. Ohio's Medicaid system should support them in living

meaningful lives, not merely existing safely.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



