WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF STEPHANIE VOGELSONG
In Opposition to the Family Caregiver Ban in HB 795
Ohio House Medicaid Committee

Request: Please read this testimony aloud during the committee hearings on June 8 and
June 9, 2026.

Chairwoman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee,

My name is Stephanie Vogelsong, and | live in Dublin. | am submitting this testimony in
strong opposition to the provision in HB 795 that bans family caregivers for adults with
disabilities. | respectfully request that this testimony be read aloud during the committee
hearings.

| am the Homemaker/Personal Care (HPC) provider for my adult daughter under OAC
5123-9-30. She receives services through an Ohio Department of Developmental
Disabilities (DODD) waiver and participates in the Shared Living model. Born at only 23
weeks gestation and weighing 1 lb 1 oz, my daughter has cerebral palsy, mild intellectual
disability, and significant mental health diagnoses — all of which require consistent
routines and highly specialized, complex caregiving. She has chosen me as her provider
because | have long-term familiarity and clinical understanding of her developmental plan
of care — and | have been her principal, lifelong advocate.

My daughter has also chosen to remain in the care of her family and remain in her
community — and she has that right. For her, continuity, familiarity, and trust are not
optional; they are essential to her health, safety, and stability.

I understand the desire to prevent fraud and strengthen oversight. But banning family
caregivers goes far beyond addressing fraud. It removes the only safe and appropriate
option for many disabled adults. For families like mine, this is not theoretical —itis our

daily reality.

This ban on family care providers will not stop bad actors. Instead, it will force disabled
adults into more expensive, less stable institutional settings far removed from their
communities. These placements cost taxpayers more and destabilize the lives of
individuals who rely on consistent care from the people who know them best.

Ohio has long recognized that allowing adults with disabilities to receive care from family
members is both safer and significantly less expensive than institutional placement.
Reversing this longstanding practice would remove the stability that keeps vulnerable
adults safe.



Federal CMS guidance is clear: states may use family caregivers when necessary to ensure
health, safety, and community integration. A categorical ban conflicts with federal
requirements, including:

¢ Person-Centered Choice of Provider — 42 C.F.R. § 441.725 requires individuals to
choose qualified caregivers, including family members when appropriate. ¢ Payment to
Legally Responsible Individuals When Necessary — CMS SMD #06-013 explicitly
permits states to pay family caregivers when no other provider can safely meet the
individual’s needs. * Avoiding Unnecessary Institutionalization — CMS Olmstead
Guidance (2011) prohibits states from adopting policies that force individuals into more
restrictive settings due to lack of community-based support.

A blanket prohibition on family caregivers is incompatible with these federal expectations
and places Ohio’s waiver compliance — and the safety of disabled adults — at risk.

Regarding R.C. 5166.04, | respectfully request the committee to:

1. REMOVE the provision that would prohibit family members from being paid with
Waiver funds.

2. Continue to EXEMPT live-in service providers from a mandate to use EVV
(electronic visit verification).

3. Continue to EXEMPT DD Waiver services paid at a daily rate — such as Shared
Living and Adult Day Services — from a mandate to use EVV.

These changes are essential to protect disabled adults who rely on stable, consistent,
community-based care.

In closing, thank you for your immediate attention to remove harmful provisions from
HB 795. The committee’s attempts to address fraud must not cause injury or direct
harm to the most vulnerable persons for whom you are elected to serve and protect.
The upheaval and destabilization caused by the current language in R.C. 5166.04 will
cause innocent people to suffer irreparable harm. This committee must fix this bill so
that it does not punish families and put disabled Ohioans back in the shadows.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Stephanie Vogelsong

Dublin, Ohio

Cell: 740-703-7033



