WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF ERIC VOGELSONG
In Opposition to the Family Caregiver Ban in HB 795
Ohio House Medicaid Committee

Request: Please read this testimony aloud during the committee hearings on June 8 and
June 9, 2026.

Chairwoman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee,

My name is Eric Vogelsong. | live in Dublin, and | am the father of an adult daughter with
significant disabilities who receives services through an Ohio Department of
Developmental Disabilities (DODD) waiver. | am submitting this testimony in strong
opposition to the provision in HB 795 that bans family caregivers for adults with disabilities.
| respectfully request that this testimony be read aloud during the committee hearings.

| have served the people of Ohio for nearly 30 years as a community pharmacist. In that
role, | have cared for thousands of individuals — including many children and adults with
disabilities — and | have seen firsthand the challenges families face in keeping their loved
ones safe, stable, and supported. I fill their prescriptions, | hear their stories, and | withess
the strain placed on caregivers who are doing everything they can to keep their family
members healthy and at home.

My own daughter was born at 23 weeks weighing 1 lb 1 oz. She has cerebral palsy, mild
intellectual disability, and significant mental health diagnoses that require consistent
routines and highly specialized care. She participates in the Shared Living model and
receives services under OAC 5123-9-30. She has chosen her mother as her
Homemaker/Personal Care (HPC) provider because she needs someone who understands
her medical history, her triggers, her communication style, and her developmental plan of
care. That continuity is not optional — it is essential to her health and safety.

Our daughter has made it clear that she wants to remain in her home, in her community,
and in the care of her family. She has that right. Removing family caregivers would
destabilize her life and put her at risk in ways that no policy should ever allow.

As a healthcare professional, | understand the importance of preventing fraud. But banning
family caregivers does not prevent fraud — it punishes the very people who are doing the
right thing. It removes the safest and most appropriate option for many disabled adults. It
forces families into impossible situations and pushes vulnerable individuals toward



institutional settings that are more expensive, less stable, and far removed from the
communities they know.

Ohio has long recognized that family-provided care is both safer and more cost-effective
than institutional placement. Reversing this longstanding practice would harm the very
people our system is designed to protect.

Federal CMS guidance is clear: states may use family caregivers when necessary to ensure
health, safety, and community integration. A categorical ban conflicts with federal
requirements and places Ohio’s waiver compliance — and the safety of disabled adults —
at risk.

Regarding R.C. 5166.04, | respectfully request the committee to:

1. REMOVE the provision that would prohibit family members from being paid with
Waiver funds.

2. Continue to EXEMPT live-in service providers from a mandate to use EVV
(electronic visit verification).

3. Continue to EXEMPT DD Waiver services paid at a daily rate — such as Shared
Living and Adult Day Services — from a mandate to use EVV.

These changes are necessary to protect disabled adults who rely on stable, consistent,
community-based care.

In closing, thank you for your immediate attention to remove harmful provision R.C.
5166.04 from HB 795. This committee must fix this bill so that it does not punish families
and strip rights away from families that were putinto place in the Reagan era. We cannot
go backward.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely, Eric Vogelsong Dublin, Ohio



