Enact SHIELD Act-HB 795

Opponent Testimony
Before the Ohio House Medicaid Committee
Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. My name is Jan Dougherty, and | am here to
speak in strong opposition to House Bill 795 because it removes paid family caregivers
from Ohio’s Home and Community-Based Services.

This bill says a family member can do all the work, provide all the care, and carry all the
responsibility, but cannot be paid. You can quit your job to care for your loved one. You can
go on SNAP, Medicaid, or other public benefits. You can live in poverty. But under this bill,
you cannot be a paid family caregiver.

| became certified as an independent provider for one reason only: to make sure our son
was safe. We could not rely on the agencies, not with the staff they hired, the lack of
oversight, and the poor communication that left us constantly trying to fix problems after
the fact. When the people responsible for his care could not provide consistency or
accountability, | had to step in. Becoming an independent provider wasn’t a career move. It
was the only way to ensure our son had the support he needed when the system around
him kept breaking down.

Many Ohioans rely on family caregivers because:
e Agencies cannot find or keep workers

¢ Individuals have complex medical or behavioral needs



¢ People cannot communicate with unfamiliar staff
e The family caregiver is the only stable support they have

HB 795 does not create new workers. It does not solve the workforce crisis. It does not
improve access to care. What it does is remove the only reliable caregiver many people
have.

If this bill passes:
e Families will be pushed out of the workforce
¢ People with disabilities will lose stability and safety
e More Ohioans will be forced onto public assistance
e Some individuals may lose the ability to remain safely at home

Ohio should not be telling families: “You can work for free, but you cannot be paid for the
care you already provide.”

Paid family caregiving is not a loophole. It is not a luxury. It is a lifeline that keeps people
safe, stable, and in their homes.

| respectfully ask you to remove:

1. REMOVE the provision that would have prohibited family members from being paid with
Waiver funds.

2. Continue to EXEMPT live-in service providers from a mandate to use EVV (electronic visit
verification)

3. Continue to EXEMPT DD Waiver services paid at a daily rate, such as Shared Living and
Adult Day Services, from a mandate to use EVV.

Thank you for your time and for considering the impact this bill will have on families across
our state.

Sincerely,

Jan Dougherty



