
My name is Kathy McLaughlin and I have been a caregiver for 25 years.  I 
am familiar with the 3 levels of Medicaid Waiver for disabled individuals as I 
am DODD, ODM, and had almost completed my STATE REQUIRED 
addition until Gov. DeWine ‘denied without cause’ all submitted paperwork 
that had not been completed by The Department of Medicaid.  But that’s 
yet another story because in my opinion, that was handled incorrectly.  
Additions of specialties by existing Providers should have been excluded 
from this ‘moratorium’.  Again, it is REQUIRED by the State to ‘age up’ as 
our clients do.  It should of never occurred with such a ‘broad brush’.  
 
Now…….I spent 23 years as the caregiver to my severely disabled son.  
Sadly, he has passed away but he wasn’t supposed to live past birth so we 
were enormously blessed.  Family is what made all those years possible.  
Being able to be home made all those years possible.  Because of the 
following behaviors, I was an active Provider and also on-call 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.  In a facility, for the following reasons, I expect a facility 
would have had to put him under constant sedation and restrained. 
 
Reasons why an outside Provider or a Facility would not work for my son 
Please keep in mind that many have very similar behavioral issues 
 
1.​ His main mode of free transportation was on his butt using his arms.  
Therefore, he was scary strong.  He loved getting naked!  He didn’t care 
where he was, he was taking off his clothes, sometimes destroying them, 
ripping off his diaper, and have fun catching him because he was fast!  He 
was still doing this up till he was 23 so I’ll let you have the visuals. 
 
2.​ He refused to sleep or stay in a bed.  Safe adaptions were made at 
HOME.  He was hospitalized for a shunt revision when he was 12 years 
old.  Groggily coming out of anesthesia, the hospital staff thought that was 
his baseline.  Not even close!  When they realized there was no way they 
could keep him contained and dressed, they discharged him a day early! 
They staff stated, and I quote…….He’ll get better care with FAMILY! 
 



3.​ He loved music and had amazing rhythm.  For a 4 year old mentality, 
he sure mastered his Google Hub!  Sitting on the floor, banging the heel of 
his foot on the floor for hours on end happily enjoying himself.   FAMILY 
made adaptations to his bedroom so he wouldn’t harm himself. 
 
4.​ Medical personal 98% of the time could not even take his blood 
pressure.  I could.  Being the one available in any situation was crucial to 
his safety.   
 
5.​ Adaptations to his bedroom were made by FAMILY to keep him 
happy and safe.  Things that a FACILITY could never do.  HOME moved 
outlets up near the ceiling, HOME bolted furniture to the wall, HOME 
removed closet doors, HOME had a special door made for his room where 
the top half could be open but he would be safely in his room when in 
there.  HOME reversed the door knob so he could not ‘escape’ at night.   
 
6.​ He would not stay in one place when his wheelchair was locked.  He 
could ‘bounce’ it to wherever he wanted.  Again, scary strong!  HOME 
continuously made repairs to the wheelchair, even replacing brake lines 
because the wheelchair repair system is ridiculous.  Even required to file a 
claim for a nut or a bolt to the wheel and possibly taking a week or more to 
get the repair done.  HOME kept him safe. 
 
Basic needs that needed to be met 24 hours a day 
 
1.​ Spoon fed anytime day or night that he demanded it, and yes, he 
demanded it. 
 
2.​ Frequent redressing, again day or night, from his removing mostly 
destroying clothes and of course his diaper.  And don’t forget the middle of 
the night bath to clean him up. 
 
3.​ Scrubbing walls anytime day or night because when he’d take his 
diaper off, he liked to fingerpaint with his feces on the wall no matter how 
fast you got to him.  He was quicker! 



 
4.​ Anytime, day or night, he would discover something new he could do, 
like make noise by banging his forehead up against his door, HOME took 
immediate action and padded his door to keep him safe. 
 
Because of divorce which often happens when a disabled child is born, I 
was evaluated to determine his best care. 
 
1.​ A renown physician evaluated the house set-up and the FAMILY.  It 
was determined that HOME and FAMILY were the best and safest for my 
son. 
 
2. ​ A local Judge visited the house and met my son.  He said on record 
and I quote - “I couldn’t do what she does for 5 minutes” 
 
 
You can only imagine how hard it was to find an outside Provider that would 
last even one day and that was if there was even one available or 
reachable!   And thanks to the MORATORIUM, Provider help will be even 
harder to find!! 
 
KEEP OUR FAMILIES TOGETHER AND OUR MOST VULNERABLE 
SAFE!!  VOTE NO to HB 795!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


