WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF BRENDAN VOGELSONG
In Opposition to the Family Caregiver Ban in HB 795
Ohio House Medicaid Committee

Request: Please read this testimony aloud during the committee hearings on June 8 and
June 9, 2026.

Chairwoman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee,

My name is Brendan Vogelsong. | live in Dublin, and | am the older brother of an adult sister
with significant medical and support needs. | am writing to share my perspective on why
the family caregiver ban in HB 795 would harm people like my sister and families like mine.

| have watched my sister fight through challenges since the day she was born. She needs
consistent routines, stability, and someone who understands her history and how to
support her. My mom has been that person her entire life. She knows how to keep my sister
safe, calm, and healthy in ways that cannot be replaced by someone who does not know
her.

My sister has chosen to stay in her home and in her community. That is where she feels
safe. That is where she belongs. Taking away her ability to choose her caregiver would take
away the foundation she depends on every day.

I understand the state wants to prevent fraud, but banning family caregivers does not
accomplish that. Instead, it punishes families who are doing everything right. It would force
people like my sister into situations that are unsafe, unfamiliar, and harmful. It would break
apart the support systems that keep people stable and allow them to live meaningful lives
in their communities.

Regarding R.C. 5166.04, | respectfully ask the committee to:

1. REMOVE the part of the bill that would stop family members from being paid with
Waiver funds.

2. Continue to EXEMPT live-in caregivers from having to use EVV (electronic visit
verification).

3. Continue to EXEMPT DD Waiver services that are paid at a daily rate — like Shared
Living and Adult Day Services — from EVV.

These changes are necessary so people like my sister can stay in their homes, stay safe,
and keep the caregivers they trust.



In closing, | ask you not to pass a law that would take people like my sister out of their
homes and put them into institutions. She deserves to stay in her community,
surrounded by the people who know her and care about her.

Thank you for listening to my perspective.
Sincerely,
Brendan Vogelsong

Dublin, Ohio



