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To Chair Jennifer Gross and Members of the House Medicaid Committee:

My name is Terrie Miles, and | am writing to oppose the elimination of family members as
paid providers under H.B. 795 Enact SHIELD Act, and EVV used as a Shared Living Provider.

| am a single mother, legal guardian, and paid provider via Shared Living of my 34-year-old
daughter, Liv, who has Autism and other complex medical needs. My daughter requires 24-
hour care. Her care entails personal care, behavioral support, and medication
administration six times daily, taking her to and from appointments, and staying with her
during hospitalizations.

| can care for her because of the Ohio Medicaid |0 waiver. | had to quit my job to care for
her. My daughter is unable to attend a day program at this time due to her health. Even if
she were healthy enough, the adult day programs in our area have a one-year wait list. To
remove me from caring for her would be a step backward in how much Ohioans with
disabilities have achieved by eliminating institutions and allowing them to decide who
cares for them and where they want to live. My daughter, Olivia, chooses me and wants to
live in her own home with me caring for her.

Allow me to share her words and her perception with you. " They are treating me as an
invisible woman. | don't want to live in an institution, get my head shaved, sell my toys, and
take my cat from me. | want my mama, and | want to live in my home. | don't want strangers
to take care of me, take my mama away from me, and take my dog and cat to the humane
society. This is a serious matter." What a profound perspective coming from a person who
has just recovered from selective mutism this year.



To take her support from her would be to throw her into the place she fears the most, away
from me, out of her safe home, having her rights taken from her, and feeling invisible. Liv
has overcome osteosarcoma cancer as a 12-year-old; she still lives with the repercussions
of a mandible resection and many surgeries to repair her jaw before she received dental
implants, which we still must maintain. She lives with epilepsy, POTS, and a total
hysterectomy, severe Gl issues, which are just a few of the challenges she faces with her
already difficult life while living with autism. Don't take away what Medicaid was created
for, her, and the fragile others who need our help to care for them so they can lead a life that
is as normal and functional as they require.

I want to address the EVV, which I'm not totally familiar with due to shared living, but | do
not see how EVV would work with shared living since we are living in our home and going to
and from appointments and doing things together when my daughter is well enough to go
to community outings. Tracking folks would be another invasion of the rights of both my
daughter and me.

I'm for finding the fraud and holding those accountable for stealing funds from us, the Ohio
taxpayers, and causing more hardship for those who need the services. | do not believe itis
us, the families, or the folks who have to prove they have a disability, who are already
followed by the DODD for accountability, and doctors who have to sign off for the folks with
disabilities who need the services. Eliminating us as care providers and targeting us for
fraud will create homelessness, loss of independence, rights and death because there is
already a shortage of care for those with disabilities, as heard from others testifying to this
committee regarding H.B 795.

Respectfully,

Terrie Miles



